




'estival 

— ■ rrf „> 


01 * 

; *-■ 
~Ci 


><. 
O* 
J *v 

'-'«'j •-’ Z^N 




Israelis attack Tyre camp 

» 

TVRE (AF) — Israeli gunboats, fceficqpcer gansbips «id long-range 
artSleiy Masted a P alestinian refugee camp Dear this southern prat dty 
Tuesday and po&ce said the shantytown was oa fire. Tbe bombardment of 

RadncEyefa came bouts after resis tan ce fighters miIchAm! a barrage of 
SomC-deagDed Katyusha rockets against an Israefi-comroUed border 
enclave in South Lebanon (see page 2U Police in Tyre said bdQcoptexs 

stra fed Ra slnrBydi under paradhane flares after a 30<ninnte bomb ar dment 

by several gunboats and Howitzer batteries poised dong the border. 
Police said fires raged in several sectors of the camp on the southeastern 
cwtskinsof the dty. 20 kOotnetres north of the Israeli frontier and 80 
kilometres south of B e irut . “We believe there are many ««n«iiffi r both 
killed and wounded, but we do not have a specific breakdown yet,” im irt a 
spokesman. He said the Israeli bomb ar d m ent began at 8 p m (1800 
GMT) and was still underway 45 nrixmtes later. Rashkfiyeb, kw for 
more than 18,000 U.N.-registcied refugees, is a key stronghold of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. 
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400,000 Gulf war refugees seen 

BRUSSELS (R) — Hie United Nations and other relief bodies 
are getting ready to cope with a wave of op to 400,000 refugees 
from Iraq, a top U.N. official said Tuesday. U.N. Deputy High 
Commissioner for Refugees Douglas Stafford said aid agencies 
were preparing facilities for 100,000 refugees each in four 
countries neighbouring Iraq. “I hope that by the middle of next 
week we will have camps, water and food for 35,000 people in 
Iran. 40,000 in Jordan, 25,000 in Syria and 20,000 in Turkey, 1 ' Mr. 
Stafford told a news c o n f erence at a seminar on European 
Community (EC) refugee policy. Sergio Vieira de Mello, external 
relations director to the U.N. High Commissi oner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), noted however that fewer than 10,000 people, mostly 
Egyptians, had left Iraq since the U.S.-led coalition began 
military action on Jan. 17. 
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IRAQI PRESIDENT Saddam 
Hussein has warned that his 
country’s missiles could cany 
chemical, biological or nuclear 
warheads, and suggested Bagh- 
dad might use unconventional 
weapons against the allies, 
according to an interview. 

Correspondent Peter Arnett of 
the American Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) said he asked Presi- 
dent Saddam d urin g a 90-minute 
Monday interview whether he 
would reject the use of chemical 
weapons if die U.S.-led allies also 
w »fr»in«»ri from them. 

*1 don’t mean that,” Arnett 
quoted President Saddam as 
saying, “Iraq wifl use weapons 
that equate the weapons used 


sr\ : 


“He said missiles fired at Israel 
and Saudi Arabia, which he 
proudly called A1 Hussein mis- 
siles... had nuclear, chemical and 
biological capability,” Amett 
said. 

'Arnett did not say in bis tele- 
phone account of the interview 
from Baghdad whether President 
Saddam had stated categorically 
whether Iraq has unclear war- 
heads. 

Iraq is known to baye de- 
veloped chemical and biological 
weapons, bat some Western 
analysts believe the long-range 
but low-payload missiles cannot 
carry non-conventional war-, 
heads. . _ . 

The missflfs that have rained 
down on lsrael and -Saudi Arabia'' 
have all carried conventional ex- 
plosive warheads. 

Some analysts believe Iraq was 
close to developing nuclear 
weapons, but allied military offi- 
cials claimed most of Iraq’s nuc- 
lear research and development 
finalities were damaged or des- 
.T troyed in the allied air raids that 
T began Jan. 17. 

” ", “The sense I got from the 

- interview was that President Sad- 

- '7,- dam Hussein was saying that he 

has bees able to m a intain the 
balance of the war using conven- 
: j tfonal weapons as of this point," 

. ' said Arnett. 

■r^ “He was suggesting, though, 

- - j. that as losses became too great he 
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may be obliged to use the uncon- 
ventional weapons that he has at 
hk dtsposaL" 

Baghdad’s “Mother of Battles 
Radio" broadcast a similariy omi- 
nous threat of ’’strategic 
weapons,” without specifying 
what these weapons were. 

“What will emerge from these 
days when, these weapons are 
used is more tragic days for the 
allied forces who began the 
aggression then lost control of 
it,” said the radio. 

The radio Tuesday accused 
U.S. President George Bush of 
bong immoral and a Ear. 

“Bush, your crimes wiD not 
pass without a deterrent punish- 
ment to you and the Ekes of your 
Zionists,” said die radio. 

The radio said 50 Israeli war- 
planes headed for Saudi Arabia 
Monday morning. Iraq has said 
that Israel was assisting in the war 
against Iraq, a charge denied by 
both Israel and Saadi Arabia. 

Arnett, one of die few Western 
correspondents left in Baghdad, 
said the interview took place in a 
bungalow in Baghdad. Arnett’s 
reports are screened by Iraqi 
military censors. 

President Saddam said the 
allies had been the first to use ml 
as a weapon by attacking Iraqi ml 
facilities. 

Iraq’s use of oil as a weapon 
was jus tifi ed, he said.. . 

Tr affics have accused Iraq of 
causing an ecological disaster by 
pumping about 11 minion bonds 
of cril into the northern Gulf. 
U.S. aircraft bombed pumping 
equipment at the weekend, 
staunching the flow of crude. 

Asked about Iraqi aircraft 
winch have flown to ban, Presi- 
dent Saddam said Baghdad and 
Tehran had similar views cm the 
war, seeing it as a battle “be- 
tween faith and infidel.” 

Allied sources say up to' 100 
Iraqi aircraft, including some of 
Iraq’s most sophisticated war- 
planes, have flown to Iran over 
the last few days. 

Iran, which has declared neut- 
rality in the war, has said it will 
impound the planes until the eud 
of hostilities. 


Israel will enter war 
after 1 month — Arens 
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r~ B ^ TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
r .-'" Defence Minister Mosbe Arens 
‘-^sakl Tuesday that Israel would 
*3 have to take action on the Gulf 
7, from within a month unless U.S.- 
... :.^led forces succeed in stopping 
Iraqi missile attack on the Jewish 
„. state. 

22’< =3 Asked on Israel Television bow 
ong the Jewish state could en- 
...lure Iraqi missil e raids, Mr. 
' . - \rens said: 

- “The situation... will not last 
■ or two months and even for one 

aomh. I amply estimate that a 
•ituation in which we continue to 
.e neutral or not active and their 
: " bility to launch missiles at us is 
’ ot paralysed, such a thing will 

- ' ot continue for a month.” 

■ Mr. Arens did not specify what 
~ sponse Israel would make, bat 

- ipeated the government's 
ledge to eventually retaliate 
gainst Iraq regardless of any 

_ tioa by President S addam Hus- 
SS' C |A ,B - 

“We are at war with him and 
' s will act accordingly... he 
. racked us and a response will 

- me in any case,” Mr- Arens 

Vd, 

' - .. Despite seven Iraqi missile bar- 
$es aimed at Israel, the govern- 
. m hat so far heeded U.S. 
; i -. :as to stay out of the conflict 
- •* as not to jeopardise the 

■ . i nerican-led coaliton in the 
If, which includes Arab 

.-.'ties. 

4r. Arens said that Israel 
>; ld contribute to the U.S. 

Mt to wipe out Scud missile 
.• Kbers in western Iraq fhre- 

V ting the Jewish state, noting 
...> „ eli action would have to be 
. ‘ fi tdmated with the United 
. ,~es. 

- tr. Arens spoke a day after a 
*. Send fired from Iraq crashed 
... i vi olive grove near the village 


of Deir Ballnt, about 16 
kilometres east of Tel Aviv in the 
occupied West Bank. 

The blast caused no injuries 
but carved out a huge crater and 
damaged about a dozen trees, 
up ro oting some seedlings. It was 
the first Iraqi attack to affect 
Palestinians. 

An army statement said no 
U.S.-made Patriot mwflra were 
fired to intercept the Scud since 
the missile came in “at an angle 
that was outside the effective 
range" on the Patriots. It did not 
elaborate. 

Defence ministry spokesman 
Dan Naven'said he hoped the 
Palestinians would do some “soul 
searching” about their su pp ort 
for Iraq, which he denounced as a 
“regrettable and miserable 
thing. ” 

The leadership of the three- 
year Palestinian uprising issued a 
statement expressing “our pain at 
the bomb in g of civilians, where- 
ver they are.” 

But it called the Gulf conflict 
an “American-Atlantie-Zionist 
war of aggression," and urged an 
international pece conference to 
deal with the Gulf situation and 
die IsraeE-Palestmain conflict. 

Israel and the United States 
have rejected any linkage be- 
tween the two conflicts. 

In Deir Ballut, Amin Zahleh 
Abdullah, whose house is about 
500 metres from where the mis- 
sile hit, said the villagers were 
very frightened and confused by. 
the Mast. 

“The "Twaote doesn't under- 
stand if if s an Arab village or a 
Jewish village. Wherever it falls it 
takes all the people, all the bo3d- 
ings — everything goes," he said. 

“Saddam, if be threw it, does be 
know where it’s going? He 
doesn’t know.” 


Saddam raises prospect of nuclear, chemical and biological strikes 

Iraqi president 
raises war stakes 


King: Arab Nation at a crucial phase 


AMMAN (Petra) —The Arab 
Nation is at the moment pas- 
sing through one of the most 
dangerous phases in its life, 
IBs Majesty King Hussein told 
die Cabinet Tuesday. 

During a visit to the Prime 
Ministry and after meeting for 
some time with Prime Minister 
Mndar Barkan, the King. re- 
viewed developments in the 
Gulf war and the bombard- 
ment and destruction that Iraq 
is bang subjected to. 

The King said the Arab Na- 
tion was being divided and 
polarised and its resources 
were being drained. He called 
for increased efforts and soli- 
darity to ensure the nation 
occupied the position it de- 
served. 

King Hussein reviewed Jor- 
dan's continued efforts since 
the start of tbe crisis tc defuse 
tiie conflict 

King Hussein, the Supreme 



Hk Mgjesty King Hussein Tuesday chairs a meeting at the cabinet (Petra photo) 


Commander of the Jordanian 
Aimed Forces, earlier Tues- 
day visited the third and the 
fifth royal armoured divisions 
where he was received by the 


divisions’ commanders and 
senior officers and briefed on 
the duties assigned to the va- 
rious divisions’ formations. 

The King voiced satisfaction 


with the high morale of the 
divisions* personnel and 
lauded their continuing efforts 
to defend the homeland. 


Somalia 
gets new 
president 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — Somali 
.rebels, named a new president. 
Tuesday as fighting erupted anew 
in the. capital of Mogadishu, just 
days after the rebels deposed the 
nation’s former leader and 
claimed to have seized contxoL 

It was not immediately dear 
who was behind tire gunfire, but 
sources said it appeared not to be 
a continuation of the celebratory 
shooting that has erupted periodi- 
cally since the rebels claimed to 
have taken over Saturday night. 

The whereabouts of deposed 
President Mohammad Siad Bar- 
re, a former military commander 
about 80 years old, remained 
undetermined. 

A Kenyan pilot, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
mflitaiy authorities in the south- 
ern town of Kismayu had told 
him Mr. Siad Barre and about 
100 others headed by road Mon- 
day towards Kenya. 

Kenya has offered tbe deposed 
leader safe passage to a third 
country. 

In another report, the 
government-run Kenya Times 
newspaper said local supporters 
had arranged to airlift Mr. Siad 
Barre from Kismayu to Kenya. 

The rebel United Somali Con- 
gress (USC) rebels announced 
the appointment of AE Mabdi 

Mohammad as Somalia’s new 
president effective Monday. 

The news broadcast over Radio 
Mo gadishu said the rebels made 
the appointment “after consider- 
ing the first decree that the USC 
has taken over the administration 
of the country and the need for a 
quick appointment of a head of 
state who can display unity pend- 
ing consultations.” 

The reference to LS pendmg con- 
sultations” was the only sugges- 
tion that Mr. Mohammad’s admi- 
nistration would be an interim 
one as the rebels had promised 
with a later permanent govern- 
ment to be drawn from the na- 
tion’s five main insurgent move- 
meats. 

Mr. Mohammad is a hotelier 
and businessman of the large 
c e n tral Hawiye dan, from which 
the rebels drawn their strength, 
and has been a key figure in the 
rebels’ Mogadishu representation 
for some time, said Mohammad 
RoUeh, a rebel spokesman in 
London. 

Mr. Mohammad, in his 50s, 
was a sc hool teacher,, a local 
UNICEF director, and a parlia- 
mentarian before Mr. Siad Barre 
seized power. He was imprisoned 
from 1969 until the mid-1970s 
“for being a member of the for- 
mer government,’’ said Mr. Rob- 
leh. 

Exiles from various opposition 
groups are . scattered across 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa 
and die United States. 


Iran ‘surprised’ by 
flood Iraqi planes 


Combined agency despatches 

IRAN SAID Tuesday it was sur- 
prised when waves of Iraqi fighter 
planes crossed its frontier over 
the weekend in one of the biggest 
shocks of the Gulf war. And the 
United States said it was pre- 
pared to attack any Iraqi planes 
that try to rejoin the Gulf war. 

Hassan Rohaxh, spokesman of 
Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council, said Iraq, faced with the 
allied forces’ superior technology 
in air warfare, probably wanted 
to preserve its planes for use in a 
possible ground offensive. 

Iran says tbe planes will be held 
until the Gulf war ends. 

Military sources in Britain said 
Monday about 100 Iraqi planes, 
including top-notch fighters and 
bombers, had gone to Iran since 
the war began Jan. 17. 

Iran’s United Nations ambassa- 
dor said Tehran, neutral in the 
war between Iraq and U.S. -led 
multinational forces, had pro- 
tested to Baghdad over tbe air- 
crafts arrival. 

“Today we were suddenly told 
an air attack was underway — we 
did not know by whom, but were 
told the planes were coming from 
the direction of Iraq,” Mr. Roha- 
m told a group of engineers in 
Tehran Saturday. H5s speech was 
printed in Tehran’s Resalat daily 
Monday. 

Iranian fighters scrambled, in- 
tercepted the intruders and found 
out they were Iraqi planes, he 


“They were told to tun back to 
Iraq, but they said they were 
running out of fuel and carried no 
bombs or missiles,” Mr. Rohani 


The planes were allowed to 
land but one crashed. 


“Tbe first plane which attemp- 
ted to touch down .veered off the 
tarmac, somersaulted and caught 
fire. Others were also damaged," 
Mr. Rohani said. 

Iran has so fax said 13 Iraqi 
planes have tried to land in Iran. 
Three crashed, two others were 
damaged and one pilot has been 
confirmed dead. 

Mr. Rohani said Iraq could not 
switch on its ground radars be- 
cause they would immediately be 
detected and destroyed by the 
U.S.-led forces' advanced air-to- 
ground missiles. 

“The Iraqis don’t want to be 
active in the air war at least for 
the time being. Maybe they are 
waiting for a ground war before 
using their air capabilities, ” be 
said. 

Iran’s U.N. Ambassador Kam- 
al Kharrazi told Tehran Radio in 
an interview from New York that 
he told U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar Iran was 
confiscating the aircraft until the 
end of hostilities. 

Tbe U.S. government said that 
its miEtaiy was prepared to attack 
any Iraqi planes that try to rejoin 
the Gulf war from Iran and in- 
creased to 100 its own estimate of 
the number of Iraqi planes in 
Iran. 

“Iran has said they were neut- 
ral. We would try to hold them to 
that,” White House spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said. 

He declared the U.S. military 
knows where the Iraqi planes are. 
“They watched them go in,” he 
said. “They'll attack them when 
they come out.” 

Mr. Fitzwater dismissed as 
“the same old propaganda” Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein’s com- 
ments in a Monday interview with 
Cable News Network in Bagh- 


dad. 

. UjS. military officials, speak- 
ing on condition they not be 
identified, said Tuesday that as 
many as 100 Iraqi planes were 
now in Iran. When the war be- 
gan, U.S. officials said that Iraq’s 
air force had about 700 planes. 

A Defence Department official 
said Monday that the Iraqi planes 
include top-Ene fighters and rep- 
resent “the flower of their air 
force." U.S. officials said tbe 
planes were dearly being moved 
to avoid destruction by allied 
bombers, but they puzzled over 
whether the pilots were deserting 
or following orders. 

“It could be a plan to save 
those aircraft for another time, to 
indnde during tins conflict or 
after this conflict,” Lieutenant- 
General Thomas Kelly, director 
of operations for the Jont Milit- 
ary Staff, said. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
said the United States had re- 
ceived assurances through di- 
plomatic channels “that tbe air- 
craft would be kept in Iran” and 
rim* Iran was maintaining “com- 
plete neutrality.” 

The Iraqi warplanes flown to 
Iran include the most advanced 
fighter aircraft, significantly re- 
ducing Iraq’s capability to bomb 
Israel, Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arenz said Tuesday, i 

The Iraqi planes i that have 
landed in Iran since the weekend 
include Soviet-made Sukhoi Su- 
24’s, the radio said. 

Experts say they have a combat 
range of up to 1,300 kilometres 
when loaded with weapons, 
known for their ability to carry 
air-to-surface missiles. 

Israel had been concerned that 
the planes could be used to attack 
the Jewish State. 


Western airman said 
killed in air strike 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Tuesday that allied 
prisoners were hit and one was 
killed in U.S.-led attacks on 
Baghdad, where captured airmen 
reportedly are held as deterrent 
a pwnct attacks. 

The Iranian news agency 
quoted Baghdad Radio as saying 
that tbe pOot killed in tbe attacks 
Monday was an American. But 
none of the Iraqi broadcasts mon- 
itored in Nicosia mentioned the 
nationalities or identities of any 
of the alleged victims. 

Also Tuesday, Baghdad said its 
forces thrust into Saudi Arabia 
and engaged troops there in 
“lightening” battles 15 and 20 
kilometres south of border. The 
military command reported that 
“large numbers of the bastards” 
were killed. 

U.S. military sources said allied 
warplanes blasted an Iraqi mUhary 
convoy that was spotted moving 
across tbe open desert Monday night. 
They reported 24 Iraqi vehicles, in- 
cluding tanks, destroyed. 

The Iraqis also said die ground 
action occurred Monday night and it 
appeared drat tire reports were deter- 
rent accounts of tbe same incident. 

Reporting on die PoW who re- 
portedly was IdDed by his own side, 
the official media said: 


“As part of dte crimes being com- 
mitted by tbe U.S. administration and 
its Atlantic allies against steadfast 
Iraq and the residential areas in its 
towns and die economic installations, 
the enemy fired three missiles simul- 
taneously with i number of air raids 
Bgamet Baghdad last night. 

“One of tbe raids hit one of die 
departments of tbe Ministry of Indus- 
try, trilling one of the captured fore- 
ign pilots, who had been evacuated 
to that department. 

“We dedare to tbe world public 
that die United States be an tbe re- 
sults of these ugly crimes committed 
against our citizens and the prisoner 
pdots idiom Iraq is basting. 

“We have repeatedly warned 
» pnwr attacking residential and civi- 
lian targets, not only out of our 
interest in protecting die lives of our 
citizens, brrt also to protect the lives 
of those who have been sent by die 
barbarism of (U.S. President George) 
Bush and tbe other governments that 
are taking part in the aggression 
against our country. 

“Let the voices of peace advocates, 
good people, and the families of the 
prisoners rise up to denounce Bush's 
crimes and this particular crime, 
winch demonstrates the lack of ethic- 
al and humanitarian responsibility of 
U.S. statesmen. 

The Iraqi News Agency earlier said 
it learned that “numbers'' of war 

(Continued on page 4) 


Chevenement quits 
In protest over war 


PARIS (Agencies) — Embattled 
French Defence Minister Jean- 
Pierre Chevenement, under fire 
for not taking a strong stand on 
the Gulf war, resigned Tuesday, 
saying the fighting risked com- 
promising United Nations* objec- 
tives. 

Mr. Chevenement, who had 
served in tbe post since 1988, 
was immediately replaced by In- 
terior Minister Pierre Joxe, pres- 
idential spokesman Hubert Ved- 
rine said. 

The defence minister’s resigna- 
tion appeared inevitable, but be 
had been widely expected to stay 
on until tbe Gulf fighting ended. 

The resignation came hours 
after French warplanes carried 
out two bombing raids in Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Chevenement, known for 
speaking his mind, had sparked 
increasing criticism because of 
what was perceived as his weak 
position towards the Guff war. 

Less than a week into the war, 
Mr. Chevenement said French 
involvement would be limited to 
attacking targets in Kuwait, pro- 
voking charges that France was 
not committed to the multina- 
tional military effort against Iraq. 

In bis resignation letter, Mr. 
Chevenement wrote, “A certain 
idea of the republic leads me to 
ask yon to discharge me of die 
functions for which it was an 
honour for me to cany out." 

But he repeated his belief that 
France’s mission should be the 
liberation of Kuwait, as specified 
by United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, and not the 


destruction of Iraq. 

“I add that the logic of war 
every day risks distancing us from 
the objectives fixed by the United 
Nations,” he wrote. 

Chevenement abruptly cancel- 
led a news conference he had 
planned for Tuesday morning be- 
cause of "overbearing necessi- 
ties,” the Defence Ministry had 
announced earlier. 

The 51-year-old Socialist politi- 
cian leads a dovish faction among 
Socialist legislators, six of whom 
came out against French military 
engagement in tbe Golf just be- 
fore the start of the war. 

As criticism mounted, Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand moved 
quickly to stand by his old friend, 
bnt he also made dear that 
French forces coaid attack targets 
in Iraq, as they did for the first 
time last Thursday. 

Mr. Chevenement' s role as a 
founding member of tire Fran co- 
Iraqi Friendship Society led cri- 
tics to charge that his ties to Iraq 
conflicted with French interests 
and that be represented a threat 
to French unity. Several lawmak- 
ers had demanded that he resign. 

Before resigning, Mr. 
Chevenement had tried to parry 
the criticism. “At a moment 
when our soldiers are engaged, 
France must not make war with 
itself” be had said. 

Alain Juppe, secretary-general 
of the conservative opposition 
party Rally for the Republic, said 
Mr. Chevenement’s resignation 
was entirely in order. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gulf oil slick — pollution problem of the century 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 
with agency dispatches 

ENVIRONMENTAL EX- 
PERTS and anti-pollution 
teams from all over the world 
are working round-the-clock 
to protect fresh water supplies 
for the Gulf states from bring 
polluted by two oil slicks which 
could be this century’s worst 
Threatening to destroy both 
nature and man the slicks, the 
larger of which began at the A1 
Ahmadi terminal, increased 
from eight million barrels to 11 
nriffion barrels (or 1.7 billion 
litres) Tuesday, according to 
Saudi Oil Minister Hwham 
Nazer. 

The first slick, which now 
covers about 900 square kilom- 
etres and the soot which the 
bunting of part of tbe oO cre- 
ates is likely to disturb tbe 


equilibrium of all the air, wa- 
ter and land that it touches. 

Tbe smaller slick, which ori- 
ginated from shell-shattered 
storage tanks at the Saudi 
town of Khafji dose to the 
Kuwaiti border on Jan. 17, had 
reached Ra’as Tannaquib 
peninsula just south of Saudi 
Arabia’s Safaaxyah field, the 
world's largest offshore oil 
field, by Tuesday and was ex- 
pected to arrive at the port of 
JnbaiH Friday. 

Environmental experts in 
Jordan and around the world 
say that aQ forms of life poss- 
ibly as Far East as Asia and 
maybe even further could be 

affected by the slide and the 

• consequences of an oil blaze. 

“If current meteorological 
conditions prevail then the 
north-east winds could literally 
Mow die soot and smoke far 


beyond Iran into Asia, where 
the polluted air could per- 
manently affect the health of 
millions of people,” said 
associate professor at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Fuad Hash- 
weh, who has done extensive 
studies on water pollution. 

“Iranians, at al B usher 320 
kilometres away, have 
already complained of oil- 
tainted rain drops which re- 
sulted from the burning of 
(Kuwait’s) Wafra oil fields," 
Dr. Hasirweh pointed oat. 

Saudi officials continue to 
insist that their shores are pro- 
tected and that calm waters 
were helping anti-poUntion 

teams which are deaning the 
waters, bnt some environmen- 
tal experts think differently. 

“If the oil flow continues 
some Saudi desalination plants 
at JubaS may have to be shot,” 


one environmental expert said 
Tuesday. Riyadh-based 
sources said: “If oD reaches 
the plants at the present 
volume, the anti-pollution 
teams won’t be able to handle 
the situation with booms.” 

The desalination plants at 
Jubail supply Riyadh with 
three-quarters of its drinking 
water. Saudi Arabia produces 
500 milli on gallons of water 
per day from desalination 
plants. 

Abdul Rahman Al Gain, 
bead of the Saudi Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, re- 
cently told reporters that his 
country had taken care to pro- 
tect water intake channels at 

industrial facilities along die 
Saudi coast. But some en- 
vironmental experts are uncer- 
tain as to whether enough pre- 
cautions can possibly be taken 


to quell an oil flow of this 

Mr. Gain told reporters in 
Riyadh that Saudi Arabia was 
against using chemical disper- 
sants because they were harm- 
ful to the environment. He 
made no comment about the 
bombing Saturday of outlet 
pipes at oil storage tanka in Al 
Ahmadi by American F-Hl 
bombers and the possible “en- 
vironmental harm" of such 
bombings. 

Qatar and tbe UAE, fearing 
that the oil spill will affect their 
waters, have clean-up squads 
on alert, bnt officials there say 
that they are confident that 

drinking water will not be 
affected. Some experts say 
that at the moment the slid: 
would follow c ur re n ts off the 
Iranian shore. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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fraq says 320 killed 
wounded in 6 days 


Rockets 

rain on 


Bonn pledges $5.5^ to Gulf war effort 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq has said that the United 
States and its allies in the Gulf 
coalition killed more than 320 
people and wounded nearly 400 
others in the first six days of 
bombing. 

Iraq, in a letter to the United 
Nations, said the allies attacked 
civilian, economic and religious 
targets. 

* ne highest number of civilian 
casualties occurred on Jan. 21 
when 144 people allegedly were 
killed' and 24 wounded in the 
bombing of residential neigh- 
bourhoods in the sacred Shi’ite 
Muslim cities of Najaf and Kufa 
about 140 kilometres south of 
Baghdad, the letter said. 

Iraqi diplomats said the num- 
bers represented only a small 
fraction of the total casualties, 
which have not been disclosed. 
The letter cited 74 attacks which 
took place from Jan. 17, when the 
war began, up to Jan. 22. 

i ne United States and its allies 
say 25,000 sorties have been 
flown in the bombardment of 
Iraqi military and strategic 
targets. They emphasise that 
strict precautions have been 
taken to avoid civilian casualties 
and say that places of worship 
have not been bombed. 

But they acknowledge that 
some civilian casualties are inevit- 
able and say that some Iraqi 
military targets are camouflaged 
as innocuous civilian installa- 
tions. 

Reporters in Baghdad have 
generally said that few civilian 
areas suffered major damage. 

The letter, from Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar blames him personally 
as well as the Security Council, 
which authorised an attack to 
expel Iraq from Kuwait. 
t Jhe letter said the raids against 
“civilian economic, humanita- 
rian, medical, cultural and reli- 
gious targets,” was proof that 
vengeance was the motive behind 
the bombing. 

The letter said Washington and 
its allies wanted revenge because 
of Iraq ’ s independent policies, 
i ne accounts indicated that in 


AMMAN (AP) — Refiq Shafie 
Kiblawi, the assistant deputy 
speaker of the Palestinian 
National Council (PNC), was 
assassinated in Kuwait Tuesday, 
a senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official re- 
ported. 

Salim Zaanoun, the PNC’s de- 
puty speaker, said Mr. Kiblawi 
was shot as he was leaving his 
house in Kuwait by gunmen who 
fled in a Volkswagen car. 

Mr. Zaanoun said there was no 
immedaite indication who was 
responsible for the attack against 
his deputy in the PNC. 

It was the second assassination 
of top Palestinian leaders this 
month. 

On Jan. 16, a renegade body- 
guard in Tunis killed Sal ah Kha- 
iaf, the second in command to 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, and 
Hayel Abdul Hamid, the PLO's 
security chief. 

Mr. Zaanoun also said he 
would visit Baghdad next 
weekend to coordinate with the 
Iraqi parliament on rallying sup- 
port for Iraq in the war launched 
by the U.S.-led multinational 
force on Jan. 17. 

Mr. Zaanoun said the PNC and 
the Iraqi parliament will join 
forces during the pan- Arab par- 
liamentary meeting in Algiers on 
reb. 1. 

He added that the parliamen- 
tary meeting will be discussing 
Gulf developments, and the PNC 
and Iraqi delegations will try to 
persuade parliamentarians from 
these Arab states participating in 
tne multinational force to with- 
draw their troops. 


the opening days of the war U.S. 
and allied bombing was most 
severe in Iraq’s Najaf region near 
Saudi Arabia. 

It said that in the biggest single 
casualty toll on Jan. 21, four days 
after the bombing started, 130 
civilians were killed in Najaf, one 
of the largest Iraqi towns close to 
the Saudi border. 

“Agglomerations (groups) of 
nomadic bedouin bombed in the 
Huwaymal area near Umm 
Tayyarah; 20 killed including 12 
children and five women,” a re- 
port from the Najaf region said. 

The letter indicated that 
although bombing caused dam- 
age in Baghdad, casualties were 
not as high in the capital as some 
military experts forecast. 

It listed a total of only eight 
civilians killed and 12 wounded in 
the first two days of the bombing 
of Baghdad. 

Sites in the capital that were 
damaged by the bombing in- 
cluded the country’s main 
museum with valuable Babylo- 
nian archaeological artifacts, the 
city’s major sports stadium, a 
large post office, several factor- 
ies, a main downtown avenue and 
a restaurant. 

The letter said the allied air 
forces used “missiles,” “cluster 
bombs,” “time-delay bombs” 
and “spherical bombs.” 

Many of the reports mentioned 
women and children killed in the 
raids. U.S. and allied statements 
have said that onJy military sites 
were the targets of bombing. 

“Residential centres bombed 
in the Bubali area... ; four chil dr e- 
na and two women killed; 16 
other citizens wounded including 
six women and five children,” the 
letter said in describing an attack 
east of Baghdad near the Iranian 
border. 

It said not even trains were safe 
near the Iranian border. 

Air attack on a train travelling 
from Baghdad to Basra; three 
killed and 21 wounded,” another 
entry said. 

Parts of the letter were re- 
leased in Baghdad Sunday hold- 
ing Mr. Perez de Cuellar perso- 
nally. “responsible for indiscri- 
minate and deliberate bombing.” 


By Paul Holmes 
Reuter 

RUWEISHED — Kuwait was 
bristling with anti-aircraft guns 
and Iraqi soldiers there were well 
entrenched in preparation for an 
allied attack, a Jordanian who left 
the emirate last week said Tues- 
day. 

“Right now, everything has 
come to a standstill in Kuwait. 
The (Iraqi) army is distributing 
food and flour and meat from 
vans,” 54-year-old civil servant 
Mahmoud Hassan said at this 
Jordanian border post. 

He said he doubted whether 
the allies could win a ground war, 
the Iraqis are so well entren- 
ched.” 

Jordanian Nidal Kafiyah, a 27- 
year-oid accountant who also left 
Kuwait last week, said food and 
water were still available there 
but petrol for civilians was run- 
ning low. 

He said allied air attacks had 
hit mainly military installations, 
but he beiieved there might have 
been civilian casualties because 
Kuwait City was so small. 

Military installations and Iraqi 
forces in Kuwait had come under 
repeated attack since the Gulf 
war broke out on Jan. 17. 

Mr. Hassan and Mr. Kafiyah 
were among a trickle of refugees 
who crossed into Jordan from 
Iraq Tuesday. 

Some 500 Egyptians remain 


The letter harshly criticised the 
United Nations, saying it was 
shameful for the world body to 
condone “these premeditated 
crimes... committed under the 
cover provided by resolutions 
adopted by the Security Coun- 
cil.” 

It said the most recent resolu- 
tion on Nov. 29 authorising the 
use of force and approved by 12 
nations, came about because of 
“pressure, blackmail and brib- 
ery” by the United States. 

A spokesman for Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said he would comment 
when it was “appropriate.” 

The Iraqi letter also says the 
following attacks around Bagh- 
dad and in 13 other jurisdictions: 
— Twenty-five killed and nine 
wounded in an attack Jan. 19 in 
the Nukhaym subsdistrict in 
Anbar governorate in the west 
near the borders with Syria and 
Jordan. 

— Twenty-two killed and 33 
wounded in an attack Jan. 21 on 
the Dur district in Salaeddin gov- 
emorate in the heavily populated 
southern region, damage to 112 
homes, 30 vehicles and the A1 
Abbasi mosque. 

— Twenty killed, including 12 
children and five women in the 
bombing Jan. 18 of nomadic be- 
douin groups in the Juwaymal 
area near Umm Tayyarah in the 
Najaf governorate southwest of 
Baghdad. 

— Ten killed and 22 wounded 
in bombing Jan. 19 of a food 
storage warehouse and flour fac- 
tory in the Mu’aliimin quarter of 
Qadisiyah governorate south of 
Baghdad. 

— Six killed, 10 wounded in 
the bombing Jan. 19 of the Iraqi 
Museum in Baghdad, massive 
structural damage. 

— One killed, 10 wounded in 
the bombing of a clinic in Bagh- 
dad on Jan. 18. 

— Bomb damage to historic St. 
Thomas’ Church Jan. 19 in the 
Ninawa governorate in the far 
north. 

— An infant formula factory 
bombed Jan. 21 in the Abu Ghur- 
ayb area of Anbar governorate 
in the north-west. 


trapped in the freezing desert 
without proper food or shelter on 
the Iraqi side. Iraq has insisted 
they return to Baghdad for exit 
visas, but travellers crossing the 
frontier said they lacked money 
or petrol to reach the Iraqi capit- 
al. 

Iraq has allowed refugees of 
other nationalities to cross the 
border without exit visas. 

Border officials said about 800 
refugees, most of them Sudanese, 
had spent the night at a Red 
Cross transit camp near 
Ruweished. Buses would ferry 
them to another camp at Azraq, 
80 km northeast of Amman, to 
await air transport. 

Mr. Hassan said he was among 
24 people, mainiy Jordanians, in- 
jured Sunday when the bus they 
were travelling in overturned into 
a ditch during an allied air raid on 
the road to the border through 
western Iraq. 

He said they were taken to a 
hospital at A1 Rutbah, a small 
desert town about 120 km from 
the border. 

“We saw a ball of fire in the 
distance and then we got hit,” he 
said. He had cuts to his hand and 
chest. 

A number of travellers have 
reported allied attacks on the 
highway between Rutbah and the 

Iraqi border post at Treibeel. Mr. 
Hassan said the allies appeared to 
be aiming at bridges. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Resist- 
i_ ance fighters unleashed a barrage 

e of surface-to-surface rockets 

2 Tuesday against. the Israeli- 

f controlled sector of South Leba- 

non, but no casulaties were re- 
ported, police said. 

, A police spokesman, who canJ 
' not be named in line with regula- 

tions said “dozens” of Soviet- 
, designed Katyusha rockets ex- 

' pioded in various sectors of the 

zone at dawn. 

, “There exact targets could not 
i be determined,” the police 

| spokesman said. 

A security source in South 
Lebanon, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said “at least 10 
Katyushas exploded in the secur- 
ity zone.” 

„ The Nationalist Resistance 
Front, an alliance of Lebanese 
and Palestinian guerrilla factions, 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack saying it was aimed at 
northern Israeli settlements. 

The short statement did not 
iink the attack to the war in the 
Gulf between Iraq and the allied 
forces. 

Palestinian guerrilla factions 
have been threatening to escalate 
attacks against Israel in support 
of. Iraq and in retaliation for 
stepped up Israeli restrictions in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel carved out the 1,100- 
square-kiiometre “security zone” 
when it withdrew the bulk of its 
army from South Lebanon in the 
summer of 1985, ending a three- 
year occupation of the region. 

The zone, which extends from 
the Mediterranean coast in the 
west to the foothills of Mount 
Hermon in the east, serves as a 
buffer against cross-border guer- 
rilla infiltrations into northern 
Israel. 

The zone is patrolled by some 
1,000 Israeli troops and 3,000 
ailied militiamen of the South 
Lebanon Army. 

Tuesday’s attack was the most 
intense rocket barrage at the area 
in five years Israel military offi- 
cials said, and followed a seventh j 
Iraqi Send 'missile attack' at Israel . i 
Tuesday/ ' v. . i A r , 

Uri Lubrani, a defence- minis- • 
try adviser on Lebanon, said 
Israel suspected the shooting 
! could be the work of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
as a show of support for Iraq. 

“There is a partnership of des- 
tiny between Saddam Hussein 
and (PLO leader) Yasser Arafat. 

In this partnership every side is 
asked to do what he can for the 
common effort,” Mr. Lubrani 
said on Israel Radio. 

“I have no doubt that Yasser 
Arafat and his organisation are 
planning and doing what they can 
to participate in the struggle in 
the Gulf. The only way they can 
do this is by putting pressure on 
us at the northern border, with 
what they have,” Mr. Lubrani 
added. 

Television said Israelis in the 
northern town of Metullah said 
they heard seven explosions near- 
by across the border which shook 
their windows. 

The army declined to specify 
the exact location of the hits. It 
said “dozens of Katyusha rockets 
were fired overnight towards the 
eastern sector of the security 
zone.” 

In Tonis, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation denied Tues- 
day that Yasser Arafat ordered 
attacks on Israel from southern 
Lebanon. 

“The declarations of Zeid 
Wahbeh only express bis own 
viewpoint,” a PLO spokesman in 
response to remarks by Mr. 
Wahbeh ih 2 t Arafat had ordered 
Katyusha rockets attacks against 
Israeli targets. 

The spokesman said the PLO 
chairman had given no instruc- 
tions to open a front against 
Israel from Lebanon. 


BONN (AP) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl promised Washington 
an extra S5.5 billion for Gulf war 
costs on Tuesday, and ordered 
rocket launchers to Turkey along 
with 380 troops to operate them. 

Mr. Kohl said he and U.S. 
President George Bush agreed on 
the $5.5 billion cash figure in a 
telephone conversation Monday 
night. That raises Germany’s 
Gulf expenditures to $9 billion in 
money and material. 

Mr. Kohl also said Germany 
will consider financial help for 


Britain. British Foreign Minister 
Douglas Hurd is to travel to Bonn 
on Wednesday. 

“The allies in the Gulf have 
taken on the task of asserting 
international law for the United 
Nations and the world commun- 
ity,” Mr. Kohl told reporters. 

“I cannot expect taxpayers in 
America, or in other countries, to 
shoulder this burden by them- 
selves.” 

Mr. Kohl also said financial 

assistance to the Soviet Union 
and to Eastern Europe’s budding 


democracies must be increased. 

He admonished wealthy West- 
ern nations not to “forget the 
people of Eastern Europe. For 
me that would be unacceptable." 

The government said it would 
send 16 Roland and nine Hawk 
anti-aircraft launchers to help 
protect Turkey, a NATO ally, 
from Iraq. A total of 580 German 
troops will accompany the sys- 
tems to operate them. 

Germany has not committed 

any ground troops to the anti- 
Iraq efforts but has sent a squad- 


ron of 18 jets to Turkey, at 
Turkey’s request, to bolster its air 
defence in case of an Iraqi attack. 

About 220 support personnel 
are stationed with the German 
jets in Turkey. 

Germany says its constitution, 
which bars deployement o? Ger- 
man troops to any country that 
isn’t a NATO member, means it 
can’t send soldiers to the Gulf. 

Kohl said he was sending the 
anti-aircraft units to prove his 

nation’s reliability and gratitude 
for NATO’s protection 


Egyptian journalists stage pro-Iraq sit-in 


CAIRO (AP) — About 100 
Egyptian journalists Tuesday 
| staged a sit-in against the U.S. 
allied forces’ bombardment of 
Iraq and demanded that Egypt 
withdraw its 36,000 troops from 
Saudi Arabia. 

The meeting, representing only 
a fraction of nearly 4,000 mem- 
bers of the Egyptian Journalists 
Syndicate, reflected a budding 
movement of dissent to President 
Hosni Mubarak’s anti-Iraq poli- 
cies in the Gulf war. 

“I’m here mainly to say that 
there is a split in the Egyptian 
streets which is what the govern- 
ment insists on denying,” said 
Omairaa Kama!, a journalist with 
the government’s Akhbar Yom 
newspaper. 

“At the beginning, we might 
have been against the invasion of 
Kuwait by Iraq, but now we feel 


more strongly about 28 countries 
fighting one Arab country.” 

The Egyptian troops are with 
the anti-Iraq coalition. 

Mohammad Owda of the gov- 
ernment magazine Rose A1 
Yousef and the pro-Moscow A1 
Ahali newspaper accused the Un- 
ited States of trying to destroy 
Iraq and its president,' Saddam 
Hussein. 

“This is not a war,” he said. 
“These are avenging, exterminat- 
ing air raids, and no mistake that 
Iraq could have made deserves 
this. 

“I think there was sympathy in 
Egypt for the Iraqi people from 
the first day of the bombardment, ■ 
but it is growing every day be- 
cause of the U.S. brutality.” 

“There is increasing support 
for Iraq on the streets,” agreed 
Nagwan Abdul Latif of the state- 


owned magazine Al Mussawar. 
“The proof is that the govern- 
ment has postponed the reopen- 
ing of schools and universities 
because they are afraid of demon- 
strations.” 

Karem Mahmoud, whose 
newspaper Al Shaab is published 
by an opposition socialist party, 
said the sit-in also was to protest 
the one-sided portrayal of the war 
in state-owned newspapers. 

President Mubarak has been at 
the forefront of Arab opposition 
to Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. Early in the occupation 
of Kuwait, virtually all Egyptians 
strongly supported Mr. Mubar- 
ak’s policies. 

But since the U.S. -led allied 
coalition began the bombing of 
Iraq on Jan. 17, a small but 
noticeable split has developed in 
the public consensus. 


The Muslim brotherhood, one 
of Egypt’s largest opposition 
groups, demanded an Egyptian 
troop withdrawal and- an end to 
the bombardment. Other opposi- 
tion political parties and trade 
and professional unions ask> have 
expressed anger at the continued 
attacks on Iraq. 

The journalists planned a five- 
hoar sit-in at the downtown head- 
quarters of the Egyptian Journal- 
ists Syndicate. Halfway through 
it, only about 100 members had 
appeared. 

They signed petitions urging an 
immediate end to the war, the 
Egyptian army’s departure from 
Saudi Arabia and simultaneous 
withdrawal by the United States 
of its troops from Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq of its forces from 
Kuwait. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Thirty-one Iraqi Kurds have crossed into 
Syria, the first group of refugees to cross the border since the Gulf 
crisis, a U.N. official said Tuesday. The official, Michael 
Schulenburg, said 24 children, six women and one man crossed 
Monday night from the northern Iraqi city of Mosul, which is about 
150 kilometeres from the border. They have been settled at camps 
on the outskirts of Al-Hol village, 500 kilometares northeast of 
Damascus. Mr. Schulenburg, U.N. emergency coordinator for 
Syria, said the refugees were tired but no major health problems 
have been reported. He added that more refugees were expected. 
The United Nations, in cooperation with the Syrian government, 
has set up a refugee camp at Al-Hol, mainly for Iraqis fleeing the 
war. Some 300 tents are already in place. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The number of American citizens evacuat- 
ing Saudi Arabia by paying for flights on U.S. military aircraft out 
of the war zone has slowed markedly, the State Department said 
Tuesday. Nearly 1,300 American citizens and other foreign 
nationals and their families had been evacuated through Monday 
on 26 flights to Europe made available to civilians since the Gulf 
war began, a spokesman told .renters. The evacuees included 61- 
government employees and their dependants who left on Sunday 
on a military air command flight from Riyadh, he said. “Demand 
for seats on returning military aircraft has declined significantly,” 
the State Department spokesman said. He said 20 people had 
signed up to fly out of Saudi Arabia on Tuesday and added: 
“Additional flights scheduled throughout this week are expected to 
accommodate the remaining demand.” A U.S. diplomatic source 
in Saudi Arabia told Reuters that an estimated 4,000 Americans 
remained in the Kingdom’s sprawling Eastern Province that 
adjoins Kuwait and is the major base for the allied military force 
fighting Iraq. That compares with about 7,000 Americans who 
lived m the province when Iraq invaded Kuwait last August the 
source said. . 

Sands envoy to intervene on behalf of Sudanese 

KHARTOUM (R) — - The Saudi Arabian ambassador in Khar- 
toum has promised to ask his government to reconsider a decision 
to ban Sudanese from entering the kingdom, the official Sudan 
News Agency SUNA said Tuesday. Sudan and Saudi Arabia have 
been at odds over the Gulf war. Sudan has been sympathetic to 
Iraq while Saudi Arabia is active in the war to drive Iraq out of 
Kuwait. SUNA said Minister of State for Expatriates Affairs Al 
Saeed Mahjoub met the Saudi envoy Monday and discussed the 
conditions of Sudanese living in the kingdom. 

Blood for Sraqs war wounded from Pakistan 

^ akistan w — Pakistanis are rushing to donate 
blood to help Iraq treat its war wounded and the first 200 bottles 
are now ready to be despatched, a medical trust said Tuesday. 
Sattar Edhi, founder of the Edhi trust, said the blood was 
essentially for wounded civilians. “We have nothing to do with 
wax,” he said. “We wish peace all over the world. We work for V 
humanity. ’ More than 250 people, including Arabs, Iraqi diplo- 
nuits and Pakistani students, stood in a long queue in Karachi 
Monday to donate blood for Iraq, a trust spokesman said. He said a : 
blood donation centre set up in eastern Karachi would work 
round-the-clock because of a rush of donors. Although the 
government supports the U.S.-led allies, Pakistan has seen daily 
pro-Iraqi demonstrations since the Gulf war began 12 davs ago 


who requested anonymity, said the Filipinos would be ferried to 
Cyprus and then flown to Manila on chartered flights. The 
Department of Labour said there are about 2,000 Filipinos in 
Israel, most of them working as domestic helpers. The 500 Filipinos 
who plan to leave Israel come from the Tel Aviv area, a prime Iraqi 
- missile target. The Philippine embassy in Tel Aviv reported that 
the Filipinos there have remained calm “but many are waiting to go 
home,” the Foreign Affairs Department said. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, neutral in the war between Iraq and 
U.S.-led allies over Kuwait, said Tuesday it would start mass 
producing long-range, ground-to-ground missiles from next week. 
The Iranian news agency IRNA quoted a spokesman for the 
defence and armed forces logistics ministry as saying the missiles 
would have “high destructive power.” It gave no other details. 
Ban’s Defence Industries Organisation, affiliated to the ministry, 
developed several types of short-range missiles during the 1980-88 
Iran-Iraq war, including one with a range of 200 kilometres 
manufactured in the last months of the conflict. Three other types 
wth shorter range —called Oqab j(Eagle), Shahin-1 (Falcon-1) and - • 
Shahin-2 — were used against Iraqi froces during the war. Iran is 
ako armed with Soviet-made Scud .missiles, a modified version of 
which has been .used by . Iraq Jfc&ibttacks on Israeli arid Saudi ; 
Arabian cities. 


BAHRAIN (R) — The emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa, returned hoipe Tuesday after successful heart surgery in 
f 1 ® ^ m , ted S^tes. According to a court statement Sheikh Isa, 57 
left Bahrain for the United States on Nov. 12 and had a heart 
surgery at the Cleveland Hospital a week later. The Gulf News 
' ° n anivai by ^ Mother, Prime Minister 

Sheikh w5, Ilf H B R n S f raa f 1 AJ Khallfa > ^ son, Crown Prince 
ShejWi Hamad Ben Isa Al Khalifa. U.S. officials had said the 

Bahraini ruler, who was taken to hospital in Bahrain Oct. 15 had a 
mild heart attack. ’ 

Belgians reject offensive roie in Gy if 

ELS ~ M ° st Belgians are against their country playin* 
anoffensive role in the Gulf war, according to an opinion rSi! 
fefl b iS ^ natIonaI newspapers Tuesday. In an apparent 

g0 r rnment P° Hc y> 6 * cent of 992 People 
questioned ove^he weekend did not think Belgium should pfcJL 

offensive role. The poll was published in La Demiere Heure and 
Het Laatste Nieuws. The government has said Belgium’s role fn the 
Gulf war is purely defensive. Brussels has sent two nune^weepeSs 

fightere to def - d £ tS*; 


MANILA (/VP) — The Philippines will evacuate some 500 Filipino 
workers from Israel following a senes of Iraqi missile attacks there 
an official said Tuesday. The Foreign Affairs Department official’ 


hSS EL vi^S “7 1n,e admini strative director of a Brussels 
hospital said Monday he could not rule out that P*iS 

guemlla leader Abu Nidal had been a patient there Comm-rtinc 

on a report in the latest issue of the BdgS W 

SSSfc ^°5 SSOr ,?f phanc L^nne of Erasmus UniversYtV 
Hospital said. I would be surprised if it were true hut 

all impossible.” The magaz^said LZSSw 
reived reports that Abu Nidal had been treated at the hSll fo- 
heart problems several times, under a false name ~ 

iosepb 

MdaI ’ head * * e Fa,eh SS 

“ was pi “ ,dem of the “ordination comj™ 
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05:C? . 


Armenian Orthodoa: Church Tel 

775261. 


06:27 . 
!1:49 . 

(Sunrise) Doha 

Dhuhr 

Amman IntercatJocai Church Tei 
685326. 


14:46 . 
17:11 . 
33:30 . 

'Asr 

Maghreb 

‘Isha 

SSS 

Evangelical Lutheran Cbareh Tel- 
81 1295. 

Tbt Church 0? Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel, 815817, 654932. 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 33, Aqaba 21, Humidity readings: 
Amman 62 per cent, Aqaba 42 per 


St. Mary of N azaret h Church Sweffieh, 
Tel. 810740 

Aa*ajb&B of God Chorch, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Chon* Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aaaaadation Tel. 
637440. 

Bt ia Salic Chan* Tel. 661757 
Temsaatn Chun* Tel: 622366 
Chorea of the Aapanriation TsI. 
623541. 

AagBem Chon* T?l, 625383, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

The country will be affected by a 
depression accompanied by a cold 
from. Therefore, it will be cloudy and 
rainy and a drop in temperatures will 
take plate. 


Ataman 

Aqaba 

Deserts ........ 

Jordan Valley 


Min. /max. temp. 

3/10 

8/18 

2/n 

9/17 




AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Majid Al Sha’er 7914QS 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 657909 

Dr. Wa*e! Duxnati 7748QQ 

Dr. Mohammad Al Shawish ... 658878 

Firas Phrnacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJAseaa pharmacy 637055 


Nairoskh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacocb pharmacy ................ 644945 

Shnteisani pharmacy 637660 

®3H>: 

Dr. Lawrence Sader (~-) 

Ai Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZAKQA; 

Dr. Maisoun Hanna ( ) 

Kfcalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Cm! Defence Department ...... 661111 

Cm! Defence Immediate 


- 630341 

CrviJ Defence. Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 62111 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Puttie Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas C4Bs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 




Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7735 j j 

Radio Jordan 77411] 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Eleetrieity Authority 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

AMMAN; 

Hussdn Medical Centre 813813/32 

w>ahdi Maternity, J. Amn . . . 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jsbal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 


Shoeisani Hospital 669131 

UmvetsityHa^ta 1 84Sf*5 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667277,0 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666^/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdali fiSS 

I if? n, h AJ ' Muhajrce,> 777101/3 

AU3ashir. j Ashrafieh 775113/26 

891611/15 

yuenj Alta Hospital 602240/50 

-....674155 

Zwqa Gove Hospital (09)983323 

za/tp National Hospital .. (00)991071 
JJ^ Il05pital (09)986732 

" (02)275555 
(0^)272275 

AQA^ afeCSHOSPita3 (02)247100 

Ptincess Hays Hospital .... <03)314111 
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Ministry plans compaign 
on pockets of poverty 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Mfrrintr y 
of Social Development will short- 
ly embark on measures to rid the 
streets of beggars and help those 
who are really in need by offering 
them facilities to start a new life, 
according to Social Development 
Minister Yousef A1 Athem. 

The irnirister said that the cam- 
pagm, which would be carried out 
in Amman and other towns in 
cooperation with the Public 
Security Department, entails col- 
lecting the beggars and homeless 
people as a first step to be fol- 
lowed by a classification prog- 
ramme with the help of specialists 
and social workers. 

The m m t ste r said that 
incfividnal case win be studied 
alone to find out about whether 
the beggars can be rehabilitated 
and given a chance to earn their 
own living or whether they re- 


quire continued assistance on a 
permanent basis became they are 
really unable to work. The Minis- 
try of Social Development afro 
plans to appoint speical social 
workers to help the beggars »nH 
will instruct the National Add 
Fond to provide finawnfoi assist- 
ance to them. 

Those who are able to work 
will be offered tr aining in a num- 
ber of fields and, accor ding to the 
minister, the begg ars would re- 
ceive loans to help them start a 
business. He said JD 20 to JD 40 
a month would be offered special- 
ly for widows and orphans, and 
between JD 70 and JD 100 for 
emergency situations like acci- 
dents rewriting in tragedies to 
» families plus a card for free health 
services at hospitals and health 
centres. 


Qatanani counters 
Israeli restrictions on 
travel to W. Bank 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel is im- 
posing restrictions on Palestinians 
crossing from Jordan to the occu- 
pied Arab territories and the 
government is lodging a protest 
with the United Nations mid the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) to help restore 
normal traffic at die bridges 
across the River Jordan. 

Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, bead of 
the Foreign Ministry’s Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs told 
the Jordan Times that normally 
500 to 600 p e r so n s were allowed 
to cross the bridges a day during 
the 'winter season but only SO 
were now allowed to cross fay the 
Israeli authorities. 

So Ear, the government has 
contacted the U.N. and die ICRC 
which replied that die Israelis 
were taking die measure in view 
of the blanket curfew imposed on 
the West Bank because of die 
Gulf war. 

Qatanani argued that as long as 
the SO or so people are allowed to 
cross, bow can they make it home 
under the curfew regulations. 

Qatanani that the govern- 



Ahmad Qatanani 
ment is now formally addressing 
the concerned organisations, 
through diplomatic channels, to 
help the Palestinians, many of 
whom had fled Kuwait and Iraq, 
to go home. 

He «wd duit in the v ir mm gx 
months about 2,000 people a flay 
normally cross die King Hussein 
Bridge on their way to the West 
Bank, and 1,200 cross via the 
Prince Mohammad Bridge. 


Intellectuals heighten 
protests against U r ." 
France over Gulf . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
graduates of French universities 
and other educat io na l mstitutior 
in France have condemned 
ongoing aggression on Iraq a ne 
designed to devastate the jab 
country and demanded ’tat 
France end its involvement m the 
war. 

Representatives of the gradu- 
ates, who included members of 
parliament, university professors, 
doctors, engineers, lawyers. Wri- 
ters and artists, called on the 
Bench ambassador to Jordan, 
Denis Bouchard, and handed him 
a note of protest demanding that 
France act immediately to put a 
stop to the war and to help 
reactivate a dialogue to establish 
permanent and just peace in the 
Middle East taking into consid- 
eration aU resolutions adopted by 
the United Nations organisations 
concerning all problems of the 
region, including the Palestine 
issue. 

In their note, the graduates 
said that the aggression seems 
aimed at de st ro y ing Iraq under 
the pretext of applying U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. 

Any future negotiations to end 
he conflict should include the 
'pestkm of banning and remov- 
ing all unclear and chemical 
-reapons from aD the countries of 
^ region jndmting Israel, whose 
-rsenal of nadear weapons con- 
fortes the gravest danger to the 
soples erf the region, said the 
ate. 

- In their note to the zmbassa- 
w, to be relayed to the French 
ivernment, the graduates 
.ideriined the depth of the 
anco-Arab friendship ties and 
^ pressed hope that France 
■old not remain involved in the 
iff war. 

Ibe note voiced hope that 
ris wotrid resume its diplomatic 
. arts to find a peaceful solution 
: the problem and to add its 
„!ght to those of European 
ce-toviug groups. 

.he Jordanian Writers Asso- 


ciation (JWA), Monday issued a 
•s* ' .ment describing foe con- 

mued a Hied air raids on Iraq as 
aimed at destroying all the Iraqi 
people’s achievements in con- 
formity with the aims and aspira- 
tions of the Zionist and imperial- 
ist designs. 

The Americans who are brag- 
ging about introdndng a new 
world order are now intent on 
changing the map of the Middle 
East with the purpose of consoli- 
dating the U.S. hold over the 
natural resource s and the oil 
wealth in tike region and of giving 
Israel domination over the Arab 
Nation’s destiny, said the state- 
ment . 

The statement affirmed that it 
was not reasonable or acceptable 
to see Iraq facing this onslaught 
by itself. The assoc i ation urged 
aU Arab states to help Iraq face 
the aggression because it was a 
war between the Zionist and the 
imperialists on one hand and the 
Arab people on the other. 

The association also called mi 
various professional groupings in 
Jordan and die Arab World to 
actively join in the efforts to- 
defend Iraq specially in the media 
and information services. 

Another organisation, the 
National Association of Chil- 
dren's Education in Jordan, 
issued a statement denouncing 
die aggression on Iraq as a war erf 
genocide against the Iraqi chfl-' 
then who were deprived of food 
and medicine and exposed to 
constant horror because of the air 
raids. 

The statement appealed to na- 
tions of the world and peace 
organisations to help or provide 
protection to these children. 

In Irbkfc, Yarmouk University 
students Monday staged a de- 
monstration in a show of protest 
against the aggression cm Iraq. A 
number of speakers, who addres- 
sed the marchers, called on Arab 
and Islamic countries to help Iraq 
confront the aggressors. 


Amra Hotel provides shelter 

■JtfMAN (J.T.) — The Amra Forum Hotel has offered to shelter 
:kk 100 neighbouring families. In a circular sent to the families, the 

J jtxi ip™< it has established an underground shelter * 1 that would 
commodate 300 people. 

' The hotel added that the shelter was supplied with blankets, food 
:vd beverages as well as first aid kits which would suffice for at least 

!■© months. 

r Tbe Amra Forum Hotel, which is a 100 per cent government- 
lined and is managed by Inter-Continental Hotels Group advised aB 
Deemed that the shelter and all other facilities would be free of 
r uge, in case any emergency arises. 


Minister of youth outlines 
duties of clubs, centres 


ZARQA (Petra) — Culture and 
Youth Minister Kbabd A1 Karaki 
Tuesday stressed the role of 
youth as a basic, backup for the 
aimed forces in defending the 
homeland. 

In a meeting with heads of 
sports and youth clubs in Zaiqa 
goversorate, Karaki called for 
countering rumours and for 
avoiding stockpiling of food sup- 
plies that harm the national eco- 
nomy and damage the people’s 
interests. 

The minister said that the 
ministry was c ur rently cooperat- 
ing with the Ministry of Health, 
and the Cml Defence Depart- 
ment to supply dubs and youth 
centres with the necessary equip- 
ment to face any emergency. 

Karaki pointed out that the 
ministry would distribute the 


chibs' allocations according to 
their functions and achievements. 
He noted that the ministry has 
allocated JD 350,000 for dubs 
and centres. 

The minister under lined the 
importance of merging dubs and 
centres to highlight and enhance 
their activities. The minister said 
his ministry was currently super- 
vising 246 dubs and 41 youth 
centres. 

The minister heard a briefing 
by Zajrqa Governor Mohammad 
Hussein Shobald on the situation 
of dubs, their requirements and 
the need to establish a sport dty 
in Zaraqa. 

A number of deputies attend- 
ing the meeting, reviewed the 
problems facing clubs, including 
conditions governing elections 
and membership. 


Government replies to 
deputies’ queries today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament is due to 
convene Wednesday evening in 
the presence of Prime Minister 
Mndar Badran and cabinet mem- 
bers to bear government replies 
to queries presented by deputies 
on a host of issues related to 
agriculture and services. 

A statement here said that the 
water strategy in Jordan would 
come under scrutiny and amend- 
ments to a number of laws will be 
debated. 


According to another parlia- 
ment statment, the House’s 
National Bloc Tuesday elected 
Abdullah Ensour to serve as the 
bloc’s official spokesman on all 
matters. The bloc now groups 
Qaseem Obeidat and Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti who had res- 
igned from the government, but 
continue to serve as parliament 
members. 

A new member to the bloc is 
Ib rahim A1 Ghababsbeh who had 
also served previously as mmisfer 
of youth. 


Hundreds of evacuees cross into 
Jordan after Iraq opened border 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The reopen- 
ing of the Iraqi-Jordanian border 
Sunday enabled hundreds erf eva- 
cuees fleeing Iraq and Kuwait to 
arrive at the Rnweished border 
post. 

According to die bead of the 
Evacuees Affaire Committee, 
Salameh Hammad, a total of 
15,337 people have crossed into 
Jordan from the start of tbe out- 
break of hostilities on Jan. 17 
until Tuesday . 

Hammad was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 
saying that the evacuees were 
being distributed to a number of 
camps in Jordan prior to their 
repatriation according to arrange- 
ments worked out by the commit- 
tee in cooperation with the con- 
cerned governments and interna- 
tional organisations. 

. Hammad noted that the eva- 
cuees include Sudanese, Indian* 
Vietnamese, Yemenis, Egyp- 
tians, Thais, BangsHs and Pakis- 
tanis. He said that they were 
boosed at Azraq, Andalus and 
Rnweished camps and at Aqaba. > 
A total of 8S4 evacuees of various 
nationalities arrived at 
Rnweished Tuesday and more 
are expected to come in the com- 
ing days, said Hammad. The In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) estimated the 
stream of people who would be 
converging on Rnweished in few 
days at between 5,000 and 



T - A abk daSy Sawt Al Shaab Tuesday published the above 
jtbcf jcopy at a U.S. dollar carrying Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s photo in a gesture of wide American pobQc support 
for the Iraqi President in bis defensive war against the 
Amerfeantjed aWancet -The p h otocopy was sent to Jordan by 
mail. • ' 


Syria lifts 
restrictions 
on border 

AMMAN (R) — Damascus lifted 
restrictions Tuesday on the entry 
of Jordanians into Syria, a senior 
Jordanian government official 
said. 

“They are letting in everyone,’* 
he tokl Renters. “There has been 
a total shift in their attitude and 
we hope things will remain like 
today.” 

Border sources Monday said 
nine out of 10 Jordanians trying 
to cross into Syria through the 
border post of Dara* were turned 
back without reason following 
similar problems Sunday. Freight 
was no affected. 


‘Bush Is violating God’s law’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. EBen . 
Rosser, an American peace activ- 
ist who has been on a hunger* 
strike since Jan. 17, says she is 
continuing tbe fast in protest 
against the U.S. aggression on 
Iraq. 

Dr. Rosser from the World 
Peace Now group in the United 
States was on her way to Iraq 
when the war started. 

Following is a statement Dr. 
Rosser issued Tuesday, die first 
to be released to tbe press since 
she started the hungeT strike. - 

I have been Easting — water 
only — since the outbreak of war 
on Thursday to protest my gov- 
ernment's chasing to kill rather 
than to negotiate. Killing is a 
totally unnatural behaviour — 
99.8 per cent of humankind has 
never done it — and it is contrary 
to international law and more 
importantly to God's law. 

Tbe U.N. Charter specifies 
that in the event of confHirt, first 
negotiation, mediation, concilia- 
tion and the World Court shall be 
resorted to, then economic 
embargo, and finally, as a last 
resort, die nations can unite for 
force. 

However, the last item is in 
conflict with the Covenant on 
CSvfl and Political Rights, which 
specifies that “no one shall be 


arbitrarily deprived of his life.” 

War deprives children, women 
and men of their lives — illegally. 
Moreover George Bush stated 
several times that be would not 
negotiate with Saddam. Thus he 
violated the procedures estab- 
lished in the U.N. charter. 

Therefore he is guilty of setting 
a terrible example for the rest of 
the world — kill, don't negotiate, 
that is, be is guilty of starting an 
illegal and totally unnecessary 
war. And tbe U.N. was created 
“to prevent the scourge of war,” 
not to start wars. 

More importantly. Bush is 
violating God’s law, which is: Do 
not loll; Love the other as your- 
self. Since God created us and 
understands everything about us, 
he warns os not to do the things 
that are harmful for us. 

For example, when individual 
leaders decide to subject then- 
people to the honors of war, they 
not only cause suffering to their 
people in tbe war itself, tbey also 
cause a great increase in crime in 
their nation afterwards. 

For example, after World War 

I in the United States, there was a 
14 per cent increase in murder, 33 
per cent inqrease in rape and 86 
per cent increase in armed rob- 
bery, and many of those con- 
victed of the crimes . were re- 
turned servicemen. Why? Be- 


cause one cannot teach people to 
violate their most basic morality 
— not to kill other humans — 
without .that causing some of 
them to unleash violence against 
their own people subsequently. 

God the omniscient under- 
stands all these tilings and more 
and tells ns: Do not kill; Love tbe 
other as yourself; Seek Peace. 

There is not only danger to 
humankind, but also to the en- 
vironment, for if the oil wells in, 
Kuwait are set on fire, they could 
bran for thirty years and tbe 
resultant huge black cloud of 
hydrocarbons would cool the 
earth’s atmosphere in the short 
term but contribute to the green- 
house global-warming effect in 
the long term, would cause crop 
failures from the cooling and 
from contamination of the sofl 
with arid rain, would pollute 
much of the water, and would 
change the weather patterns, 
probably canring droughts in In- 
dia and Pakistan. 

This ecologi c al disaster would 
resemble in some ways the nuc- 
lear winter that an atomic war 
would create. The nations in tbe 
Gulf, therefore, need to stop tbe 
war immediately and prevent this 
disaster as well as save the lives of 
children, women and men that 
God loves and has always told us 
not to kill. 


Saudi, Jordanian communists 
expose conspiracy on Arabs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Saudi 
Arabian Communist Party has 
condemned tbe ongoing U.S.-led 
aggression on Iraq and said that 
tiie United States was trying to 
im pose its domination on tbe 
Arabs and tc take control of tbeir 
ofl wealth. 

The American-led aggression 
on Iraq is not being waged .for 
liberating Kuwait or protecting 
Saudi Arabia but rather to im- 
pose colonial will on the Arab 
Nation in a manner that would 
e nsu re continued American hege- 
mony on tiie Arab World, said a 
party statement. 

The statement said that the 
Arab people of Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia as well as tbe rest of tbe 
Arab Gulf states were now ex- 
posed to serious danger as a 

result of the devastating war 
being waged on Iraq. 

The statement said that tiie 
American colonialists were now 
implementing their designs after 


deliberately aborting attempts to 
reach a political settiement to the 
Gulf crisis. 

It said that there can be no 
alternative but to mobilise all 
efforts and resources to abort 
such designs which were de- 
trimental to die Arab Nation and 
its future generations. 

The statement proposed a four- 
point scheme tbe first of which 
milt for an cessation 

of hostilities and, as result, an 
end to the air raids on Iraq. The 
second point calls for a search for 
a peaceful settlement to tbe con- 
flict by ensuring Iraq’s withdraw- 
al from Kuwait, so that the 

Kuwaiti people can -determine 
their own future. Tbe withdrawal 

is envisaged running simul- 
taneously with a withdrawal of 

Am e ric an troops from the region. 
U» third point stresses dealing 
witirall issues in the region on 
equal footing and by the same 
criteria including tiie Palestine 


issue, and, fourthly, the- introduc- 
tion of a new regional system 
based on respect of tbe peoples of 
the region and their will and right 
to setf-deterarinatian. 

The Jordanian Communist Par- 
ty last week issued a statement 
describing the onslaught on Iraq 
as an aggression on the whole 
Arab Nation. 

The air raids, which have cre- 
ated very serums situation for tbe 
Arabs mid their future, calls for 
mdbSisarion of all forces and 
regional organisations in support 
for Iraq tiie statement added. 


The statement, which 

issued following a central com- 
mittee meeting, described the air 
raids on Iraqi residential areas as 
a war of genocide against the 
Iraqi people and called for a 
pan-Arab straggle against the cri- 
minal and impe rialist aggression 
on Iraq. 


Queen inspects camp 

Her Majesty Quean Noor Tuesday visited the Azraq 1 camp, where 
Her Majesty toured its Eacflifies and was briefed oo the relief services 
offered to the evacuees. Tbe Queen afro talked to many of the 
evacuees, die majority of whom are Sudanese and other Asian 
—* 1 — 1 ^ and inquired about their needs. 

. Azraq 1 camp is administered by tbe Jordanian National Red 
Crescot Society (JNRCS), In cooperation with the League of 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent societies. 

Accompanying Her Mqjesty on the visit was Mr. Salameh Ham- 
mod, Secretary General of the Ministry of Interior and the Head of 
the Higher C ommi t te e for the WeKfcre of Evacuees and Mr. 
Mohammad Al Shohaki, governor of Zarqa. 



10,000. Hundreds of these people 
had earlier gathered at TYebeil, 
on the Iraqi side of the border 
awa i t i ng for the reopening of 
traffic. 

An officer responsible for the 
ICRC camp at Rnweished was 
reported saying that 937 
Sudanese and Egyptian evacuees 
arrived by Sunday evening at the 
camp. Franziska Aebi told tbe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
tiie ICRC was ready to provide 
health and food assistance and 
accommodation to 5,000 eva- 
cuees on a daily basis. 

She said that the camp’s ser- 
vices are being maintained round 
the dock and that a rr ang ements 


were being made for the repatria- 
tion of the evacuees in conjunc- 
tion with Hammad’s committee. 

In addition, Aebi said, the 
ICRC has been providing meals 
and other basic needs to tbe 
evacuees who had not yet left the 
Iraqi border post of Trebeil, be- 
fore their arrival at Rnweished. 

Aebi expressed appreciation to 
the Jordanian authorities for pro- 
viding facilities to deal with tiie 
waves of evacuees in Jordanian 
camps. 

For its part, the International 
Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) said that tbe stranded 
evacuee population in Jordan 
were largely Sudanese, Somalis, 


Indians and Yemenis. 

It said in a statement that IOM 
arranged for 580 Vietnamese to 
leave Egypt aboard two planes 
provided by the Japanese govern- 
ment. The Japanese planes would 
operate four flights from Cairo to 
repatriate the rest of the Viet- 
namese, it said. 

As of Tuesday, IOM has 
arranged for two daily flights over 
tbe following five days to repatri- 
ate 1,390 Sudanese from Amman 
to Khartoum. 

Another 600 Sudanese have 
already been repatriated with 
IOM assistance through Egypt 
either via Nuweibe on tbe Sinai 
coast or via Cairo, the statement 
noted. 


Azar sees fertiliser, phosphate 
exports picking up this year 


By P.V. Yivefeanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is confident 
that its phosphate and fertilizer 
exports will get back on track in 
1991 after a sharp decline last 
year caused mostly by tbe poimo- 
al upheavals in Eastern Europe 
and, to a limited extent, by prob- 
lems in shipping from the port of 
Aqaba, tire director general of 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) said Tuesday. 

Wazef Azar also voiced optim- 
ism that tbe company would be 
able to continue its competetive 
edge in the international market 
despite the higher costs involved 
in bringing in bulk carriers and 
freighters to the Kingdom's only 
outlet to the sea at Aqaba. 

Mr. Azar noted that the com- 
pany had reached its export 
target of 63 million tonnes of 
rock phosphates in 1989 and attri- 
buted the decline to 4.9 million 
tonnes in 1990 to the states of 
uncertaimty and confustiou that 
prevailed in Eastern European 
states following political changes 
during the year. 

Eastern European states im- 
ported 23 million tonnes of rod: 
phosphates from Jordan in 1989 
and only a fraction of this volume 
was exported in 1990. However, 
the increase in the international 
prices for phosphates and fertiliser 
products partly compensated for 
tins shortfall. 

“We are ’ confident that the 


slump in our exports to Eastern 
Europe will be addressed this 
year,” Mr. Azar told the Jordan 
Times. “We have already re- 
sumed our shipments to Poland 
and Romania and exports to 
other countries will follow,” be 
said. 

In addition, he said, with the 
resumption of diplomatic rela- 
tions between Iran and Jordan, 
tiie JPMC also plans to sell 

500.000 tonnes of rock phos- 
phates and 200,000 tonnes of 
fertilisers to Iran. 

The JPMC turnover for the 
year 1990 was JD 235 million 
($355 million) — compared with 
$434 million in 1989 — represent- 
ing 4.9 minion tonnes of rock 
phosphates, 600,000 tonnes of 
diammonia phosphate, 15,000 
tonnes of aluminium flouride and 

20.000 tonnes of 100 per cent 
phosphoric add. 

Uns year's target is: 63 million 
tonnes of rock phosphates, 

600.000 tonnes of diammonia 
phosphate, 16,000 tonnes of alu- 
minium flouride and 30,000 ton- 
nes of phosphoric add, according 
to Mr. Azar. 

The company made a net profit 
of $160 million in 1989, Mr. Azar 
said. The final accounts for the 
year 1990 were being audited, he 
added in reply to a question of 
last year’s profits. 

Mr. Azer declined to attach 
any figure in dollar terms to the 
envisaged exports. 


“They all depend on the des- 
tination, means of transport and 
packing — whether bulk or in 
bags — as well as international 
prices,” he said. However, he 
indicated that the turnover was 
expected to be around $450 mil- 
lion. 

India remains the largest im- 
porter of these items from Jor- 
dan. It bought 1.75 mfllion tonnes 
of rock phosphates and 400,000 
tonnes diammonia phosphate 
from Jordan in 1990. 

Apart from India, Jordan's 
present export markets include 
Turkey, China, Japan, Taiwan, 
Pakistan, South Korea, Bang- 
ladesh, Greece, Poland, Roma- 
nia and Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Azar conceded that tbe 
problems posed by the fact naval 
blockade at Aqaba imposed by 
the multinational naval forces en- 
forcing die trade embargo on Iraq 
were impeding Jordan’s exports. 
But he expressed confidence that 
the Kingdom would be able to 
meet its export commitments de- 
spite the higher insurance rate for 
vessels which in turn Increases tbe 
freight costs. 

“About two thirds of our cus- 
tomers send their own vessels to 
pick np tbe shipments,” be said. 
“We share higher freight and 
insurance costs with them,” be 
explained. “Even with. tiie higher 
costs, we remain to be the 
cheapest supplier in the market of 
phosphates,” he added. 
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Ministry Of Information 


Opens 


Press information 


& Liaison Office 


At 

AMMAN 

Hotel 


The office is manned by an official from the Ministry of Information. 

It offers the following services to the National and International Press Corps: 

(1 ) Facilitate Press Permits. 

Liaise and coordinate the activities of the foriegn Networks within Jordan. 
Availability of Direct International Telephone Lines. Telex and Facsimile 
Lines, also International magazines and Newspapers. 

A Reuter News terminal. 


( 2 ) 

(3) 


J4) 

T he Plaza Hotel offers a special 
package to members of Press Corps 
whe're accommodation and full Buffet 
breakfast are available at special rates 
along with a Lounge Suite where 
Complimentary Beverages are served. 



For further information please contact: 
AMMAN PLAZA HOTEL 

TEL: 674111 Extn.6048 FAX: 962 .6. 674261 


Trasthoose Porte Hotels 
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Straight man quits 

WHAT WAS supposed to happen six months ago finally 
happened yesterday. French Defence Minister Jean-Pfierre 
Chevenement resigned his job in a riimax to his thinly-veiled 
conflict with President Francois Mitterrand over the Golf 


In French politics, when a minister insists, as Chevene- 
ment has done over the past half year, that he would never 
resign nor even think of doing so, it nsuaOy means that that 
minister would step down and soon. Every denial of 
disagreement with Mitterrand by Chevenement sounded 
Eke a reluctantly executed duty, since it was always 
contradicted by statements French leaders made after- 
wards. 

Since 1984, Chevenement has been a founding member of 
the Iraq-French Friendship Association. Under pr essure 
from Ids government over the Golf crisis, he consistently 
declared that his membership was purely theoretical, even 
though he would not quit the association. 

The troubles between the French president and his 
minister surfaced on Aug. 21, when a high government 
official, who nobody doubted was Chevenement himself, 
declared to die French news agency that he was “deeply 
worried by a possible attack against Iraq.’* From time 
on, statements by both Mitterrand and Cbevenexnent could 
not bat confirm the rift between the two. In the early days of 
September the minister told French radio that “one should 
not let one’s self to be pushed forward by irresponsible 
ideas,” adding that a shooting war in the Golf would entail 
unacceptable heavy loss of life. 

Soon afterwards, the president, as if to muzzle the 
minister, came out in the open to say that he himself made 
the military derisions, and the spokesman on foreign affairs 
was his good friend Roland Dumas, in effect ignoring 
Chevenemeat’s role in the whole conflict. 

Since then, the relationship between the two men became 
tense. Chevenement has always been one of the very few 
leaders of MitterramFs^Sorialist Party who did not shrink 
from saying his mftrtTj&st for the y^ue'bf' keeping his job. ' 
Furthermore, he is one"' of those well-known French 
nationalists who fought «gam^ both going too for to w ar ds 
European unification mid allegiance to the UjS.. especially 
in defence matters. As die rightist president of the French 
senate’s defence committee, Jean f- eeunuft , once put it: 
“Chevenement is the de Gaulle of the Socialist Party.” And 
as such he stood strong for France's in depe n dence and 
strength, regardless of his own political interests, and for 
keeping good and sound relations with the Arab World as a 
whole. 

Chevenement might have entertained the hope that he 
could make his president stick to the French initi a tive of 
Sept 24. He tried hard to stop Mitterrand from progressive- 
ly switching from his peace strategy to foil involvement in 
war efforts against Iraq. Evidently he foiled. 

The straw that broke the coundTs back, however, was 
M dramatic episode in which the defence minister had 
insisted that France was fighting to liberate Kuwait and not 
to destroy Iraq, only to retract his statement later, obviously 
undo* immense pressure from the president. 

Chevenement was a minister who dearly preferred 
diplomacy to war, negotiations to fighting. Since France 
chose to support the wrung option, he could do nothing but 
resign. He is as straight and honest as straight and honest 
men come. 


IN ITS editorial Tuesday A1 Ra’i Arabic daily noted that Jordan 
had been under severe pressure from the U.S.-led coalition to 
persuade it to step in line with those launching aggression on Iraq. 
The paper said that once the diplomatic pressure failed, the 
Kingdom was subjected to an embargo by land, air and sea in an 
unprecedented manner, but without achieving its objective. The 
Jordanian people and leadership have bravely withstood all 
pressures and inhuman treatment, and refused to betray their 
brothers in Iraq and commit shameful acts like other Arab 
countries, said the paper. Those who have called for this 
aggression on Iraq, or those who took part in the attacks on the 
Iraqi people are bound to face defeat while Jordan and the other 
honourable Arab states enjoy the appreciation and support of the 
peace-loving nations for their continued drive to achieve peace in 
the Gulf, ami for shunning any rash actions, the paper continued. 
Jordan has refused any bribes which went to a number of Arab 
countries, and has not sold its honour or its sense of national 
' belonging despite the pressures and the unjustified punishment to 
which it has been subjected, the paper added. It said that the 
aggressors who have received the first phase of defeat represented 
in Iraq’s steadfastness, are bound to be dealt a final defeat by the 
steadfast Iraqi armed forces. 

A columnist in AJ Ra’i daily draws a contrast between Iraq’s 
treatment of the foreign nationals held in Iraq just before the 
outbreak of hostilities and that accorded to Iraqi and Arab 
nationals by the so-called Western democracies. Jmnaa Hammad 
draws attention to the plight of the Iraqi students, sick persons 
and businessmen who were in Britain at the start of the war and 
have been regarded as war prisoners by the British government. 
Some of these persons have acquired British or American 
citizenship long before the Gulf crisis erupted, but still they are 
being treated as war criminals, the writer points out. He says 
while the Western nationals held in Iraq enjoyed luxurious life in 
five star hotels, the Iraqis in Britain are bring interrogated like 
prisoners of war and kept in isolation from the rest of society and 
treated in an inhuman manner. The world public opinion which 
reacted angrily at the detention of foreign nationals in Baghdad is 
now totally muted, and does not show any sign of protest against 
Britain's inhuman treatment of the Iraqi nationals, notes the 
writer. He says Britain is openly and flagrantly exercising a racist 
policy in violation of all international laws, giving a dear sign of 
the so-called new world order orchestrated by the United States, 
Britain's ally in the aggression on Iraq. 


A test of South’s will of independence 


By Sadeq Khan 


WHAT is happening right now 
in die Middle East is not exactly 
a conventional war, but a dress 
rehearsal of mutual capacity for 
destruction. American President 
George Bush may experience 
sadistic glee at what he describes 
as “lacking the ass'* of another 
president, Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. The brunt, paradoxically, 
is bring borne by innocent civi- 
lians in so many historic cities 
and religious centres of the Mid- 
dle East, by deliberate decision 
on the part of the American-led 
coalition and by oorrespouding 
retaliation on the part of Iraq. 
The war machines on both rides 
have virtually remained disen- 
gaged and unharmed. What a 
mockery of solemn oaths of the 
Geneva Convention for human 
rights and civilian protection by 
the U.N. approved application 
of force! 

The United Nations is sup- 
posed to be a vehicle of peace. 
In all cases of regional outbreak 
of war in the past, the U.N. 
called for cessation of hostilities 
first and withdrawals later. Even 
during the Korean war which 
was fought at the instance of a 
U.N. resolution, not unanimous- 
ly subscribed to Hke the current 
one, cessation of hostilities was 
preferred after a : seesaw of 
attacks and counterattacks, so as 
to contain further human losses 
and destruction and to negotiate 
withdrawals on both rides be- 
hind a neutral lan dime of disen- 
gagement. 


In the Gulf dispute, the Un- 
ited Nations is saying for the first 
time: withdraw first, uncon- 
ditionally, and then submit your 
grievances for negotiation. 

Why? Because, the raw nerve of 
U.S. authority has been touched 
by a Third World power by 
eviction of one of its surrogates. 
After the debade of the cold war 
and dismantling of the iron cur- 
tain, the other superpower, 
Soviet Union, has concealed that 
the Middle East is an American 
sphere of influence. Old chang- 
ing trends of bipolar world align- 
ment by subversive competition 
and contest of strength between 
the two superpowers are now 
replaced by limitations agreed 
between them of respective 
zones of security interest and 
grey areas of dominance by 
mutual understanding. That is 
the new world order they are 
talking about. Id this, they con- 
sulted and took into confidence 
to a limited extent the Euro- 
peans, Turkey, Japan and Chi- 
na. The Middle East was not 
consulted, nor were the troubles 
created by colonial inheritance 
in the Middle East attended to. 
In the new context of superpow- 
er understanding and acquiesc- 
ence of Europe, China 
an, and the U.S. sought to set its 
neo-colonial noose firmly 
around the Middle East region 
by boosting Israeli power on the 
Mediterranean ride and intro- 
ducing its own military presence 
on the Gulf side. Saddam Hus- 


sein simply preempted the U.S. Sadly, that cause now stands 

design by etinrinaimg active sub- abandoned not only by Gun 
version of his economy by the surrogates of U.S. neo-colonial- 

Kuwaiti fifth column within ism, but also by those other 

Arab ranks. As the AFP (French Arab countries won over by a 

News Agency) summary of 1990 cam* and stick combination of 
on the Gulf crisis notes: heavy bribery and intimidation^ 

"The Aug. 2 invasion of by the U.S. and its G-7 allies. 
Kuwait was the culmination of a Intimidation by demonstra- 

process through which the Iraqi tion of destructive power, and 
leader transformed his country division by throwing of scraps of 
from ah Arab ally of the West favour to a chosen few, was the 

(in so far as it was) opposed to D ld colonial game by which the 

the spread of Muslim fun- West imposed its wQl on the 

damentaiism, into a sworn pact The post-colonial order of 

enemy of the United States." bipolar world after the World 
“The alarm was sounded in War II created a scope for the 

February when President Hus- Third World to raise its head in 

sein voiced opposition to U.S. relative independence. With the 

plans to maintain a military pre- ' concord of the two superpowers, 
seuce in the Gulf despite the ^ w hole of the South now 

lowering of regional tension af- stands to lose its bargaining 

ter the August 1988 truce be- chips and dance to the tune of 

tween Iran and Iraq." the North's dictates. The con- 

“The Washington Post news- duct of most of the Third World 
paper had reported that the U.S. nations in the Gulf crisis bears 
forces were drafting plans for the ample testimony to this trnfor- 
defence of Saudi oilfields and tunate turn of history, 
other Gulf states against unspe- 
cified aggression." Saddam's challenge to stand 

"After the end of Gulf war on his own against superpower 

with Tran, the conservative oil- dictates is thus the first test of 

rich monarchies of the region will of the South’s right of inde- 

f eared Iraq's rising military pow- pendent choice, albeit at the 

er. Amid strains with the West behest of a divided Arab Nation, 

over the alleged smuggling to The stalemate he has been able 

Iraq of nudear technology and to bold so far may hopefully 

other sophisticated arms, includ- establish that the days of grill- 
ing a ‘supergun \ the Iraqi leader boat diplomacy are over, even 

sought to assert himself as chain- with a nuclear clout that can 

pion of the Palestinian cause." destroy but not win. 

The author is a writer from Bangladesh who left Iraq for Jordan on 
Jan. 21. He contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


Baghdad in the eyes of reporters 


By Abner K«*»n»»i 

The Associated Press 
NICOSIA — Food is still avail- 
able in Baghdad, but electricity 
and running water are scarce 
because of U.S.-led air raids 
that Iraq says have hit civilian 
areas, reporters in Iraq have 


Canadian Press correspon- 
dent Leila Deeb, a Jordanian, 
toured damaged areas Satur- 
day, including a private home 
reduced to rubble. 

Deeb quoted M ohammad A1 
Habboubi, an engineer who 
fled Baghdad after the. bomb- . 
mg raids started, as saying he 1 
rushed outside when he beard 
bombs falling Jan. 20 in an 
Najaf, 150 kflometres south of 
Baghdad. 

When he arrived at his 
cousin's home, A1 Habboubi 
said be found it had received a 
direct ML Iraqi officials said 13 
of die 14 people made were 
among the 35 victims of the 
attack. The sole survivor, the 
owner of the house, is still 
reported to be in a coma. 



Airman 


(Continued from page 1) 

prisoners had been hit in “enemy air 
raids" Monday and Tuesday. 

Iraq said last week that it was 
moving some of its 20 or more allied 
prisoners to strategic sites. The Un- 
ited Stales condemned the action as a 
“war crime." 

The allies have lost 19 aircraft in 
combat since the air campaign against 
Iraq was launched Jan. 17. They say 
28 airmen have gone missing, inefad- 
ing 11 known to have been captured 
by the Iraqis. The PoWs are seven 
Americans, two Britons, an Italian 
and a Kuwaiti. 

The latest Iraqi communiques re- 
potted a two-pronged attack on the 
Saudi-Iraqi border and another 
penetration, appar en tl y less signifi- 
cant, on Saudi Arabia’s border with 
Kuwait. 

A military communique broadcast 
by Baghdad Radio, the 28th of the 
13-day-oki war, said on Tuesday that 
six more “aerial targets" — planes or 
cruise missiles — were shoe down 
since Monday afternoon. 

Reporting its own Monday night 
Scad att ack on Saudi Arabia, the 
Iraqi command said it bad aimed at 
“enemy positions and assembly 
points ... «n flirt ing significant human 
and equipment losses on the aggres- 
sors." 

A missile strike at brad, also 
Monday, was directed at “dens of the 
enemy and the desecratora of the dear 
land of Palestine in the city of Tel 
Aviv,” It said. 

Reports from the other side say 
Monday’s Sends destroyed green- 
booses near Riyadh and showered 
fragments on villages in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank. No casualties 
were reported. 

IRNA, the official news agency of 
Iran, reported that allied air raids 
overnight set ablaze a petrochemical 
plant at the southern Iraqi port of 


Deeb reported Thursday 
titar the Adtia Khatotm Mos- 
que, in Baghdad's Sarrafieh 
residential district, had shat- 
tered glass all over its carpeted 
Boor, the apparent result of a 
bomb or missile that landed on 
shops and restaurants across 

the street. 

The alh'eH command has said 
it was taking measures to avoid 
hitting noiHonlitaiy facilities in 
its bombing campaign. 

Canatfian press said it did 
not know whether Deeb’s dis- 
patch was .subjected to Iraqi 
censorship. 

But correspondent Peter 
Arnett of the Cable News Net- 
work, one of the few remaining 
foreign correspondents in 
Baghdad, , has said that while 
his work is overseen by Iraqi 
authorities, few changes are 
made in his reports. 

A1 Najaf was untouched dur- 
ing the eight year Iran-Iraq 
war. The city is the burial site 
of Khalifa AH, brother-in-law 
of the Prophet Mohammad. 
Shf ite Muslims, who make up 


tiou leader, as saying the aOied-nids 
were con c entra ted on military and 
centres but ..min— 
ate a tra c ks are aho carried out on 
civilian areas in afi Iraqi provinces.” 

“Targets attacked include the pres- 
idential palace, defence ministry, the 
inteffigeoce service he ad quarters. A1 
Amarah television station, govern- 
ment offices near Amarah bridge, AJ 
Mcrnmna airport, Naseriya power 
station and Basra's main oil pipe- 
line,” he tokl reporters in Tehran 
Tuesday. 

Hakim , a Shi’ite Muslim deric 
whose followers fought alongside Iran 
against Iraqi forces during the 1980- 
88 Iran-Iraq war, Monday blamed the 
United States for the current war. 

White House spokesman Maxim 
Rtzwater said that U.S. officials 
have not been able to confirm the 
Iraqi report that a PoW has been 
killed in an allied bomb raid ou 


a slight majority in Iraq and 
the vast majority in Iran, 
venerate him. 

Deeb reported that despite 
the bombing raids, some shops 
in Baghdad were still providing 
food and necessities, but 
homes and hotels were without 
electricity. 

Arnett said Sunday that he 
had been told by Iraqi author- 
ities that the city power grid is 
down, bnt electricity should be 
restored to most of the city 
soon. . . f , i 

(Jordan. ..Times). .Reporter .. . 
Lands Andpiti^Jn an account^; 
published Saturday, said that 
"people were scooping water 
from die Tigris for washing and 
cooking.” 

“Remarkably, food supplies 
do not yet appear to have been 
seriously affected,’’ she wrote 
in Saturday’s Jordan Times. 

Arnett said Iraq's Revolu- 
tionary Command Council 
announced Saturday that au- 
thorities will “begin issuing 
gasoline, may be 10 gallons 
every 15 days to all registered 


motorists, three times more to 
trucks.” 

Iran’s ambassador to tire 
United Nations, told Britain's* 
Independent Television News 
in a Sunday interview from 
Geneva: “We are informed 
through a number of people 
who have come to Iran from 
Iraq that the situation there for 
the people is absolutely terri- 
ble.'’ 

“There is no communica- 
tion. People do not know 
whether ..their relatives have 
[ died or .are alive,” be said.- - . 
\ Arnetts^ he was taken to a 
-’'Baghdad hospital earlier Sun- 
day, and was told by the chief 
surgeon that the stocks of’ 
blood, antibiotics and other 
medical supplies has been de- 
pleted as a result of the allied 
bombing. 

But Andom said that even 
after the allied bombing cam- 
paign began, people were still 
optimistic. 

"They seem more confident 
*We feel great. We’re holding 
up,”' they would say. 


Gulf war hits 
South Africa 


By Rodney Pinder 


Reuter 


Smoke from the fixe in Basra, 
Iraq's second largest city, blanketed 
Kho mumhahr . about 40 kQometres 
east across the border. “The billow- 
ing smoke speaks of heavy da m»y on 
the complex,” IRNA said. 

Relaying reports it said came from 
Kurds in northern Iraq, Iran said the 
allies inflicted heavy rinmap - on the 
airport and radio and television sta- 
tion m northern oO city of Kirkuk, 
230 kflometres north of Baghdad. 

IRNA quoted Mohammad Baqcr 
Hakim, an Iran-based Iraqi opposi- 


“Even if that’s just their claim, it 
dearly indic a tes that they are using 
PoWs for a human shield kind of a 
pu r p o s e, which of course is a (Greet 
violation of the Geneva conven- 
tions,” the spokesman said. 

The State Department summoned 
Khalid J. Sbewayish, the senior Iraqi 
diplomat in Washington, “to raise 
concern" about the pilots, spokes- 
woman Margaret D. TntwOer said. 
“She said Mr. Sbewayish also would 
be asked for information about a crew 
from the U.S.-based CBS broadcast- 
ing network that has been missing far 
several days. 

British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg summoned Iraq's 
Ambassador Azmi Sbafiq A1 Safitri 
Tuesday to hear a protest over the 
report that allied prisoners had been 
injured. 

Iraq's Mother of AD Battles radio 
quoted a statement by the Arab 
liberation Front (ALF), a Palesti- 
nian faction, calling for the “destruc- 
tion of the faciliti e s and interests of 
the imperialist aggression through 
heroic and effective commando op- 
erations.” 

The statement called on Arab par- 
ties and forces as well as unions and 
federations in the Arab World to 
“confront imperialism and strike all 
aggressive interests inside and outside 
the Arab World.” 

It added: “AD the dens and in- 
terests of the A mericans and their 
Western allies, and the (Arab) Na- 
tion's traitors and a gen t s wfi] be 
targets of the heroic fighters and their 
pafoful strikes,” 


JOHANNESBURG — The Gulf 
war has hit South Africa’s apar- 
theid divide with explosive force, 
driving whites and blades deeper 
into their racial bonkers. 

Bnt — just as in the Middle East 
— it has also brought together 
some strange bedfellows. 

The black left and the white far 
right, who disagree on almost ev- 
erything, have found common 
cause in their opposition to U.S.- 
led action against Iraq. 

Anti-apartheid leader Nelson 
Mandela's militant wife Winnie, a 
fighter against white domination in 
her own right, demanded the Un- 
ited States should get out of the 
Gulf. 

The pro-apartheid white sup- 
remacist Boerestaat Party added a 
hearty hear-bear, with the wish 
Iraq will thoroughly thrash the 
allied forces. 

Mostly, however. South Africa, 
as usual, has split along racial 
lines. 

Whites cheered President 
George Bush while the black and 
Asian communities on the other 
ride of the apartheid divide lined 

up behind President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

The white government offered 
America its support, including the 
use of bases and ports on the 
strategic-Cape Sea route, while 
blacks and Asians, who outnum- 
ber whites by five-to-one, demons- 
trated across the country in favour 
of Iraq. 

A survey by the mass-circulation 
Star' newspaper reported most 
readers lining up according to their 
ethnic backgrounds. 

From the non-white side came a 
call for “one American, one bul- 
let” from reader M. Moosa, adapt- 
ing the “one settlor, one bullet” 
rallying cry of South Africa’s 
radical anti-apartheid Pan Afri- 
canist Congress. 

H. Ismael said Bush had been 


“driven insane by the smell of ofl” 
and Krishna Desai called him “the 
real Hitler.” 

Bnt white reader Allan Adams 
said Bush “did the right thing” and 
William Peters said the allies are 
“fighting for a free world.” 

One Muslim leader said he had 
mustered 10,000 volunteers to 
fight for Iraq and requested gov- 
ernment help to travel north. No 
reply was immediately forthcom- 
ing but it was understood the 
government would not cooperate. 

Ameen Akhalwaya. editor of 
the anti-apartheid newspaper In- 
dicator and self-described “Mus- 
lim, black South African and 60s 
peacenik,” wrote: “If you're 
white, chances are you’ll regard 
Bush as the good guy and Hussein 
as the bad guy, and vice-versa if 
you're black.” 

He explained: “Many black 
South Africans... suspect that the 
Western allies are all too ready to 
go to war against people who are 
not white... 

“If 'just' wars and liberation for 
democracy were the criteria, why 
did the Americans and the British 
refuse to impose sanctions, much- 
less go to war, when apartheid 
forces occupied Namibia for so 
tong? . 

“Many Made South Africans ask 
why the Americans and the British 
were so reluctant to impose sanc- 
tions, never mind go to war, to 
help them reclaim the 87 per cent 
of South Africa they insist was 
being occupied illegally by what 
they call settlers." 

* Political scientist Willem 
Kteynbans says many blacks sub- 
scribe to the view that “my 
enemy's enemy is my friend.” 

“The United States is identified 
with whites and they (the blacks) 
will never forget what they have 
suffered at the hands of the 
whites,” be said. 


Ecopolitical Forum 


Bush’s personal war 

not that of America 

By Dr. Abdalla MaDd 

IN the very early 

Kuwait, an outraged Mr- afford to hold his tongue and thus ■ 

released a stream of oaa vmna ... bsvc been r~ 

disruption of all channels of dialogue aids (and to “ v. 

British MP Antony Ben and W. Brandt proved ^ 

steel-nerved Saddam Hussein was not mad but also math© was 

clever and shrewd as much as any human being J?: 

with the Gulf crisis coming to this most horrible juncutte , it k tagh 

time for the Americans to check and ********* 

enough to be their president. The man who lost his . 

SflSve lost his senses. The Guff aisis has 

rough ride with which the toughest ofmenmay, 

crumble. It is difficult to believe that the man who takes the 

decision of a war like the present one can > r e ffi **= JT 

sane. True, the American president wasbombarded by _a 

fierce and constant media instigation to destroy Iraq but none or 

the reasons and justifications given were American. The Israels 

had a very good reason; the Kuwaitis had an even better one. 

Some Arabs and public relations firms had a variety of good 

reasons as well but none Of the reasons was. American. 

The entry of Iraqi forces into Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990 was a 
<-nimina tion of a dispute which was not possible thereupon to 
solve through peaceful means. The logical, sensible and responsi- 
ble response of the head of the world superpower should have 
been to look into the roots and causes of that dispute and try to 
solve it peacefully on the basis of giving every party its legitimate 
righ ts. It is only through such an approach that grievances could 
be redressed and the dispute would be settled once and for all. 

Plausibly because he had felt that he was personally offended, 

Mr. Bosh did not choose this approach bnt dwelt on a course 
mysteriously based on punishing Iraq and twisting President 
Saddam's arm. He thus demanded the immediate, complete and 
unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait and said he 
even would not talk to Iraq before that. Here the seeds of the 
present war were sown and Mr. Bush mobilised the might, 
influence and diplomacy of USA to block the ways to any 
peaceful solution and to set the stage ready for war which he 
triumphantly has had. 

All along, Mr. Bush insisted that no reward should go to the 
“aggressor,” namely Iraq. That was most deplorable and absurd. 

The “reward" Iraq has been was die implementation of 

U.N. Security Council resolution regarding die occupation of 
Arab territories by Israel. When it takes place, such implementa- 
tion wiU constitute a reward to die world, to every county, to 
peace, to the Palestinians and to Israelis alike before being a . 
reward to Iraq. The reward President Saddam has been seeking 
was, and still, legal, just, necessary and indispensable. If be got it, 
die reward to die whole world would have been, inter alia, the 
saving of aD those lives which the war daimed so far and is going 
to plus nurturing the hope of peace in the Middle East. To 
call this a reward to Saddam is die height of folly. If the demal df 
this “reward” to Saddam serves thereafter as a prelude or pretextr . 
to war, then die man who stood behind that denial and thereafter 
took the decision of war must have lost his clarity of vision and his 
senses altogether. • *• - 

By insisting on uncondkionidf Wffhdrawa/,--Mr;‘Bnsh deprived 
the Iraqi president of a face-saving formula to withdraw.^By 
sticking -Stnbboznfy to die no^ewaf^ti^aggressoic notion^ Mr. 
Bu&h denied himself a face-saving formula to change his adamant 
policy, as well. This deadlock led, naturally, to war. 

Mr. Bush has been waging bis personal war which he succeeded 
in convincing his country men was an American War. Again we 
say he failed to nnriersranri and speak the language of the average 
Arab (not that segment of wealthy Arabs who care only for 
maxumsmg their ple as u re s). Specifically, he has failed to under- 
stand what the words dignity', honour mid pride mean to that the 
Arab. More fetal mistakes will be committed by American 
statesmen and potty-makers if they do not learn that language. 


LETTERS 

Human suffering due to 
the Gulf war 

To all colleagues and those who feel concerned; 

We, the multiprofessional team of the National Centre for 
Psychological and Educational Consultation in Amman, Jordan 
cannot sit by and watch the belligerent events which have been 
taken place in the Gulf region since Jan. 17, 1991. The 
media is doing its utmost to give the world details of the technical 
and strategical warfare: How many bombs have been thrown 
how many air fighters have been shot down, which targets were 
aimed at and m which way and most important, the rate of 

nf Sf" 18 dcli S£ ra t? ly from reporting the 

pf JSl ^ Th° of soldiers aSdiimocem 
avtimns, the pain of the injured, the anxiety and insecurity ofthe 

h ave to I.”?* 1 * heavy attacks at any time, the 
destruction of homes, the human suffering from daily shortages of 

dS^uSi^f thp 1 ^ 8 medid ? 1 ?’ the ,on 8 term effects of thl 
destmction of the basic necessities of life on the welfare and 

development of people, as weU as the consequeiwJff ^ 

* <be sa! 

not allow us to accept solvinffajnfiia^h^ t !| ,C l^ r1 ^ principles do 
always teach mm2] res^^^^^S niCtlve means - 
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appeal to you to share with us out^^Skh^ 1 work - We 
this human suffering. We ask v!?P^!f bUlty t0 PR£y ENT all 
influence to do whatever ym^ci to^rr^ -ST Professional 
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CUn,cal Psychologist, 
P.O. Box 140565, 
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Baghdad in a perspective of time 


By Jabra L Jabra 


The fo llowin g is an excerpt from a book written by the above 
aether entitled ‘A Celebration of Life: Essays on Literature and 
Ait published in 2987. 

Whedwr it was an aeddeat of history, or the resultant of a 
multiplicity of forces — geographical, climatic, ethnic and other 
wise i* is certain that Su m e r , in the Southern part of Iraq, 
brought about the first great civilisation of man more than 5000 
yearsago. Manjs first cities rose on the great fertile p laits around 
die Tigris and Euphrates: and the first human questioning about 
the complex relationship between man, God and the world started 
and developed in those very cities. NO wonder, then, that an 
andent legend should arise that Adam was created in a Garden of 
Ede n pla ced ex a ctly where Sumer had flourished. A sense of a 
primordial order of existence took shape in man’s collective 
memory associated with the cities and plains of Sumer. 

The city of Babylon was a historical extension of Ur, E ridn, 
Urnk, but also a culmination and a crowning of them. In time, the 
nations that flourished in steady succession in the valley of the two 
rivers could not remember when Babylon, on the m id d l e Eup- 
hrates, had actually been built. It had already become the 
archetypal city, the symbol of all that man had collectively 
aocxnnpiished by a oom binati oa of work, knowledge, and divine 
intervention. It was said that the gods had built it, and its very 
name meant the “gate of the Gods.” There was a time when it was 
the centre of an empire, its mlers having achi e vgrl ti ranirmtim i rw<»r 
most of the inhabited world known then, and there was a time 
when the centre drifted to other cities in the north. But at no time, 
over two thousands years or more, did ft once lose its pro minence 
as a city favoured by the gods. Even when the Assyrians had their 
capital in Ashur, or Calah, or Nineveh, Babylon was accorded a 
special governance. Nabopolassar at last, having destroyed 
Nineveh in 612 B.C., reinstated Babylon as the first among the 
cities of the ancient world, and his son Nabochadnezzar ma*!**- it 
the first and certainly tins greatest cosmopolitan capital of a 
far-flung empire. 

Babylon, in fact, was the first metropolis in history, the 
outward-oriented city of pluralities, capable of bolding together in 
a viable and dynamic form a vast number of dispara te elements, 
both human and cultural. Different races, religions, languages, all 
living together under the protection of one central organisation 
and one dominant culture. Under Nebuchadnezzar the wealth and 
tiie knowledge of most of the nations of the world poured into his 
dQr, only to be expanded and remoulded by Babylonian creative 
genius, then redis tri b ute d throughout the world. Twenty centuries 
earlier, the riggnrats of Mesopotamia bad become a focus of 
human attention: Egypt's pyramids and temples had been inspired 
by them. Babylon’s ziggurat, known as the Tower of Babylon, was 
the final fruit of all such structures: a radial point of human 
knowledge and enquiry, in the middle of a city that had become 
the wonder of the world. Mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, 
manual crafts and literary arts, ail reached a high point of 
development locally and were taught to the world at large. 
Religion, complex and efiversified, was an operative force in art, in 
architecture as well as in government and the dispensation of 
justice. Babylonian myths gave man a sense of belonging within a 
universe that had thus become less incomprehensible. Man at last 
had come to grips with history. 

When Cyrus came from the east and conquered Babylon in 539 
B.C., he called himself King of Babylon. But the essence of the 
dty escaped him: what he and his descendants actually (fid was to 
tear the dty at the roots. When Alexander of Macedon sought 
some two hundred years later to make Babylon the capital of his 
empire, it was too late: the city was mostly in ruins: It was there in ' 
the flesh, at .least. partly sorbet 'the spirit had gone out of.it 
completely.-; »■ ... 

For the real source of Babyte's-imraculous extstesoeuwasm the 
peoples who had been commgriip constantly, in wave after wave,' 
from the vast regions of the Arabian peninsula. Once this flow of 
energy was halted, as was the case around 500 B.C., Mesopotamia 
shrivelled op into insignificant colonies under foreign mlers. Every 
now and then an Arabian Hatra or Palmyra would erupt in 
refulgence almost out of the sands, as it were, and in two or three 
centuries fall down upon its foundations, again sapped of the 
energy that had fed it from the Arabian source. 

Babylon is thus not only the first great metropolis, but the actual 
mother of all subsequent great cities of history. In their pluralism, . 
in their drive as the perpetrators and disseminators of human 
knowledge and progres s , Paris, London, New York, Moscow are 
in actual fact the offspring of Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon. Even 
more significant for Arab history is that Baghdad of the Abbasids 
was the real legatee of this magnificent mother of all great cities. 
Babylon had to wait for nearly twelve centimes to find itself at last 
resurrected in foil brilliance some eighty kilometres away, on the 
banks of the Tigris. Another wave of human energy had welled up 
from Arabia and broken mightily on Mesopotamian shores. 
Baghdad emerged, almost overnight, from the same alluvial plain. 
Its Babylonian roots come to life again, and in a few years it was 
the wonder city of the world where, exactly like its forebear, the 
wealth and knowledge of mankind poured, to be enlarged and 
remoulded, then distributed throughout the world. 

Even bufidmg Baghdad as a round dty was not an alien concept 
for Iraq. Several round cities have been unearthed by archaeolog- 
ists, dating back to various periods, especially Assyrian. Hatra was 
round also, and so was Wash, south of Baghdad, which the Arabs 
had built some sixty years earlier. But Baghdad excelled them all 
in size and ordered shape. 

Abbasid Ba ghdad was therefore the embodiment of the same 


forces that had once made Babylon, and thar later made the great 
dries of modern times. 

Historically, it occupies a central position on the line of man's 
development and intellectual achievement. Culturally, the huge 
wealthy capitals of today hark bade to Raghrfad of the eighth and 
ninth centuries, with the difference that Baghdad then was indeed 
solitary in its splendour, with Byzantium felling some distance 
behind. 

According to al Khatib al Baghdadi, it was thus described by al 
Jahiz, die great encyclopaedic thinker of the ninth century. 

“I have seen the great dries, noted for their excellent construc- 
tion, in the lands of Syria and Byzantium as well as other 
countries, but I have never seen a dty loftier in structure, better in 
roundness, nobler in dimensions or wider in gates than al Zowra, al 
Mansour’s dty: it is as if it had been cast in a mould, or chiseled 
out like a sculpture.” 

In studying the thought and the am of the Abbasid capital of 
1000 years ago one could see much of the same motivation, drive 
and conflicts that are at work in the implosive cities of our century. 
But when one of its inhabitants, Baghdad’s remarkable historian al 
Khatib al Baghdadi (A.D.1072), writes about it in the middle of 
tiie eleventh century — that is, nearly three hundred years after its 
foundation by al Mansour — it is with much pain that he writes its 
glory as a thing of bygone times. He says, in the past tense: 

“Baghdad had no equal in the world in prominence, in 
excellence, in the number of its scholars and famed men, in the 
distribution of its elite and its commoners, in the size of its 
domains and the large number of its houses, dwellings, roads, 
peoples, quarters, markets, highways and byways, mosques and 
baths, inns and fashions of dress. It had no equal for the sweetness 
of its air, the freshness of its water, the coolness of its shades, the 
temperance of its summer and winter, the healthiness of its spring 
and outumn or the grat number of its inhabitants whenever 
counted. It was at its best in buildings and people in the days of 
Harun al-Rashid, when the world was cool and stable wherever 
one stayed, generous in giving, fertile in field, crowded in public 
places...” 

Baghdad’s superiority is seen by al Baghdadi when his city was 
under the rule of its Arab Catipbs and leaden before they 
gradually lost their real power to non-Arabs, who later assumed 
authority over the capita] in their name. With painful regret be 
goes on to say: 

“Then it fell victim to sedition, and one disaster after another 
befell its people; its buildings were ruined and its inhabitants 
abandoned it.” 

But Ahmad ibn Wa dhih al Yaconbi, who pre-dated al Baghdadi 
by nearly two centuries, had seen Baghdad in its bey-day in the 
ninth century, a little over a hundred years after its foundation. 
When be wrote about it in his Book of Cities, he described it as a 
thing of intense presence and vivid magnificence: 

“The great city which has no equal east or west for area, width 
or construction, for plentiful water or salubrious air. As it has been 
inhabited by all kinds of people from other lands and other towns, 
who flocked to it from countries near and far, and as all those who 
came to it from distant horizons have preferred it to their own 
native lands, so much so that there is no country which has not in 
Baghdad some of its people with a living quarter or a trading spot 
or a working centre of their own. Baghdad has become the 
gathering place of things and men like no other dty in the world. 
And because of its temperance of air, goodness of earth and 
freshness of water, its inhabitants have become so pleasant in 
disposition, healthy in looks and inventive in minds that they excell 
all people in learning, understanding and culture; in intellect and 
judgement; in trades, p ro fe s s i ons and the arts of earning; in skillful 
debate, good workmanship and the mastering of every craft. 
Therefore no scholar is more learned than their scholars, no 
narrator better informed than their narrators: their philosophers 
are ' the best in argufeent, their Kngmsts'-the 'best m knowledge , 
their readers the most] accurate, their physicians the highest in 
slriD, their singers the cleverest, their craftsmen the most delicate 
their writers the most expressive, their scholars the most articu- 
late, their worshippers the most worshipful, their hermits the most 
pious, tfaeir judges the most conversant in law, their orators the 
most oratorical, their poets the most poetic, even their profligates 
tiie most extravagant...” 

It is easy to conclude from this detailed description, which lists 
almost every aspect of society, that Baghdad was then the greater 
extension of ancient Babylon, preserving the same cnltmal essence 
which was to be a distinguishing feature of the large cities of later 
times. It was the essence embodied in the pluralism of a 
comprehensive Arab ethos given its unifying force by the genius of 
the Arabic language. The essence was also embodied in the 
uniqueness of Arab craftsmen, artists, scholars, thinkers and their 
superiority to all others everywhere else. 

It is this essence which was soon under threat. In fact, it 
gradually got lost when die city “fell victim to sedition and one 
disaster after another befell its people; its buildings were ruined 
and its inhabitants abandoned it.” It was the be ginning of the long 
dark night that fell upon the dty through its invaders and foreign 
rulers, vixen its essence, tiie secret of its being, was overlaid for 
centuries, until at last it was retrieved and reactivated by its people 
m our .tones. 

This dvilisational essence is now coming back into its own again. 
As it regains its prominence one would like to envision bow in the 
next quarter of a century Baghdad will regain its original position 
in the context of human development and progress. 

The dty will expand to be two hundred times the size of 
Mansoor’s dty, r ev e rti n g to its circular form once more, but open 
all around; the Ssq.km. dty planned by al Mansour in A.D. 762 
will be more than 1000 sq.km, in area. 


Planners will show much sldll and imagination in drawing np its 
streets, buildings, markets, residential quarters — at least that is 
what we shall expect and insist upon as we join forces with its 
International Planning Organisations. The city’s dynamism seems 
constantly to challenge the energy and vision of such planners; no 
less than four Master Plans have been made for the dty since the 
late fifties, and Baghdad has yet to be given its due. It goes to show 
chat planners must always renew their vision and re-feed then- 
imagination by its sheer energy. 

It population win grow to size unprecedented even under Hanm 
al-Rashid; it trill bit the eight million mark, which approximates 
the average of the great world capitals of today. 

And yet one would like to imagine that Baghdad will remain, 
despite its magnitude, a place where man does not lose his human 
scale, where he can find ins privacy when he wants it, as be can 
also find his happiness, his freedom, his dignity. Such are the 
characteristics of the great dty in which, however high it rises and 
however far it expands, man himself most remain the master fan 
harmony with his own daily creativity and yet in reasonable 
balance with a society helped by him to be in control of its 
technology. 

One can see Baghdad receiving an endless flow of sciences and 
arts which it doubles with its own contribution and redistributes 
throughout the world, as proud of its paluialism as its great mother 
Babylon once was. and as inventive as Baghdad itself used to be a 
thousand year ago when it wrought man’s progress in matter and in 


spiriL 

Such is the context, or perspective, in winch one must look at 
Baghdad. To achieve this fully is no doubt a huge responsibility. 
But then it is also a magnificent responsibility, and the Ba g hdadis 
are certainly equal to it. 

Jabra Ibrahim Jabra is a leading novelist, poet and critic of rite 
Arab world. Bom in Bethlehem, Palestine, and brought up in 
Jerusalem, be has lived and worked in Baghdad since 1948. He was 
educated at the Arab College, Jerusalem. FftzwHIiam House, 
Cambridge, and Harvard University. In Arabic, be has seven 
works of fiction, an autobiography, three collections of poetry, 
and eight collections of critical essays. He is also noted for bis 
widely read translations of Faulkner and Shakespeare. Available 
in English are his two novels Hunters in a Narrow Street and The 
Ship (the latter trasnlated by AdnanHydar and Roger AHen), and 
The Crass Roots of Iraqi Art. 

Besides being a member oft be International Association of Art 
Critics, be s the President of the Association of Art Critics in Iraq. 
In 1083 he was awarded the Targa Europe Prize for Culture by 
Interart Forum in Rome, and in 1987 the Kuwait Foundation for 
the Advancement of Sciences awarded him its distinguished Prize 
for his life's achievement in the field of arts and literature. A year 
later be was awarded by Inq the Saddam Prize for the Art of the 
Novel. A Celebration of Life is bis Gist collection of Essays in 
English. 


Oil slick 

(Continued from page 1) 
Agriculture 

Experts also say that very ex- 
pensive agricultural projects, in 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states, 
could suffer from polluted water. 

“Agricultural growth could be 
affected adversely,” said Dr. 
Hash we h, pointing out that Saudi 
Arabia invested six to seven per 
cent of its gross domestic product 
in agriculture and fish production 
annually. The Gulf states, which 
depend heavily on fish food for 
their protein, have invested only 
two per cent of their gross domes- 
tic product; they are likely to 
suffer adverse effects on their 
agriculture if the slick continues. 

A Saudi spokesman announced 
Tuesday that the oil slicks had 
already killed 32 dngongs, 500 
turtles and 15,000 sea snakes. 

Experts have suggested a varie- 
ty of solutions as to how to deal 
with the slick and Arab. Norwe- 
gian, British and Japanese help 
has already been forwarded; but 
not all solutions seem ideal. 

Some solutions of nature, 
according to experts, are that part 
of the oil film will evaporate upon 
exposure to air and sun. 

If there is a lot of wind, experts 
say, then there will be mixing and 
parts of the ofl may 'clot together 
and thus itowly gtrddwh to the 
bottom of the sea. - -1 : 

With' time, months or possibly 
yeais, bacteria will detoxify and 
remove oil from water. 

On the other hand man can 
help natnrel>y protecting beaches 
and installations for water intake, 
as the Saudis have already done 
in part by buflding protective 
devices (booms), to prevent the 
flow of oil on the surface of these, 
areas. 

Another “man-made” solution 
would be to partially destroy the 
oil film by the addition of highly 
active surface agents (chemical 
dispersants) that will bind the ofl 
and bring it down to the bottom. 
But this treatment can also prove 
to be at least partially toxic. 

Allied military sources said 
Tuesday that military action bad 
stemmed the flow of erode oil 
flowing into the Gulf. But indust- 
rial sources said that crude oil 
‘continues to flow into the Gulf. 

Gulf environment officials are 
saying that most of the slick was 
scQI in Kuwait waters and that the 
oil was moving down the Saudi 
coast at a speed of five kflometres 
a day, down from 24 kflometres a 


day Sunday. 

While American and Iraqi offi- 
cials accuse each other of starting 
the environmental disaster, some 
governments and organisations 
were already on their way to try 
and dean up the “mess”. 

A team from Britain's South- 
hampton oil spfll response centre 
was already on its way to the Gulf 
with a collection of skimmers and 
booms. 

The Norwegian government, 
which has experience in fighting 
oil spills, has also offered its help 
in mopping up the ofl spill. 

Japan’s prime Minister told his 
parliament Monday that Japan 
was also considering sending 
equipment and experts to contain 
the oil slick. 

Chevenement 

(Continued from page 1) 

Western diplomats said the res- 
ignation was a blow to Mr. Mit- 


terrand, who has won. over- 
whelming public support for his 
Gulf policies. Chevenemenfs 
positions had become increasing- 
ly embarrassing for Mr. Mitter- 
rand, who is seeking a firm line 
on the Gulf war, they added. 

France, a member of the U.S.- 
led alliance which went to war 
against Iraq Jan. 17, has sent 
more than 10,000 troops and war- 
planes to the Gulf. 

Its last-minute attempts lip find 
a peaceful solution aroused critic- 
ism from French conservatives 
and from allied governments that 
it was giving mixed signals to its 
allies and encouraging Iraq’s be- 
lief that the U.S.-led coalition 
was weak. 

French warplanes at first 
attacked Iraqi targets in Kuwait, 
bat Mr. Mitterrand last week 
approved sorties by French jets 
into Iraq like those carried out by 


the U.S. and British air forces. 

Max Gallo, a Chevenement 
supporter and former govern- 
ment spokesman, said Mr. 
Chevenemenfs decision to step 
down was remarkable. 

“The decision shows that there 
are a lot of questions... on the 
aims of the war and where the 
logic of war is taking us compared 
with what was approved by the 
Security Council and the French 
parliament,” Gallo said. 

“Do we still have tiie same 
aim, the liberation of Kuwait, or 
are we now in favour of the total 
destruction of Iraq? Are we for 
the reshaping of the Middle East 
with a single gendarme?” 

Tuesday’s resignation was Mr. 
Chevenemenfs second. He res- 
igned as industry minister in Mr. 
Mi tte r r an d's first Socialist gov- 
ernment in 1983 in protest against 
economic austerity measures. 
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SCHALDA, AMMAN 


-Experienced Mathematics graduates are required 
to teach Mathematics full-time to students from 
Grade 5 through to Grade 11 (upto and including 
International General Certificate of Secondary 
Education level). 

Applicants must be able to teach Maths in the 
English medium to highly-motivated, intelligent stu- 
dents, and should be available to start work 
immediately. 

Those interested are invited to contact the school 
on 816893/4 to arrange an interview. Application 
forms are available from the secretary in the school 
Administration Department. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, Affi FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAINAR&SONS 

fWJEL. 604676 604696 ^ 


■ CROWN 

| INT’L EST. 

■ packing, shipping, 
5 forwarding, storage . 
| dearing, door-to-door 
g’ se rvice 

■ Tot 664090, Fax: 690852 

■ The 22205 BESMCO JO 

I P.O. BOX 926467 

R ****** V JORDAN ^ 
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PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR k SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL : 621 775 FAX:656 270 

,TLX : 23 0 23 POB:815408 

\ amman-jordan 


Room & Wheels 
$145 all inclusive 


Tel.: 698131 





r 4lRent fr Sale 

. * Many villas and apartments 

eeiS are available for rent and 

sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

iSIVe j * Also many lots of land are 
I available for sale. 

I For further details, please 
11 call 

Abdono Real 
Sg\ ' Estate 

VS-* Tel. 810605, 810609, 

81Q520^_J 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 

* |00fl00 

Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 



.^^Amnuin’s 
rtf exclusive gift shop^. 

if Italian shoes, ^ 
I leather goods, 

I perfumes,lighters, 

I watches, pens, 

1 silverware, I 

I porcelain, 

I -crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah Girts School 

MsmmlsmBaMa 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 

pan. 

6:30-Midwght 

T*L§3$96$ 



S CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 

7.30-41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
’ Towards 3rd circle 


j=_La m_ 
The RefjerKy Patxe Hotel -*- 

LOBBY LOUNGE 


ENTERrljnVMENT 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 238B8 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sbtm 30% largrer 

• From mnlmrpo- 

moo t 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Schillaci may be 
dropped by Juventus 


By Beater 

SALVATORE Schillaci, top 
scorer at die World Cup in Italy 
last year bat with a meagre tally 
of league goals since then, is in 
- danger of being dropped by 
Juventus Sunday. 

“Toto” was suspended for the 
Turin team’s match against 
newly-promoted Tarma last 
weekend and the f-.ct that they 
won 5-0 without him has posed 
something of a selection problem. 

“The first thing that has to be 
said is that I'm pleased with the 
.way Schillaci has been play- 
ing...,** coach Gigi Maifredi said, 
while pondering where to place 
the Sicilian striker. 

“Anyway, in this Juventus 
ride, there are many good play- 
ers. AH of them can end up on the 
■ subs’ bench,” be said. 

The last time Juventus won a 
league match 5-0 — against 
Roma last November — Schillaci 
came good and plundered a quick 
hat-trick, but he has been short of 
goals since. 

With or without Schillaci, 
Juventus should have too much 


firepower for Atalanta who axe 
carrying three consecutive losses, 
the last a 4-1 thrashing by Bari. 

Atalanta now have a new 
coach, Bruno Giorgi, appointed 
on Tuesday to succeed Pier Luigi 
Frosio. 

AC Milan’s off-form Dutch 
striker Marco Van Basten also 
has no guarantee of starting Sun- 
day at home to bottom of die 
table Cesena due to an apparent 
rift with the dub. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


The Dutch striker, voted the 
European Footballer of the Year 
in 1988 and 1989, missed Milan’s 
last two matches and dab sources 
suggested he had personalty re- 
quested not to play. 

However, the Italian sports 
newspaper Gazetta Dello Sport 
reported Tuesday that Van Bas- 
ten had indicated his willingness 
to play against Genoa but was 
dropped. 

In the meantime, Van Basten’s 
Italian replacement, Daniele 


Massaro, has scored in the last 

two games. 

The other two little conten- 
ders, leaders Internazionale 
Milan and joint second-placed 
Sampdoiia, have bard tasks. 

Inter play Bologna while Samp- 
doria, buoyed by the possible 
return from injury of their 35- 
year-old Brazilian midfielder 
Cerezo, face a Florentine side 
unbeaten in its last seven games. 

In Spain, Real Madrid’s Mex- 
ican striker Hugo Sanchez is 
doubtful for their clash with 
fourth-placed Seville because of a 
leg injury sustained in Sunday’s 
3-0 victory over Castellon. 

League-leaders Barcelona, 
who crashed Espanol 5-2 at die 
weekend, also have a doubt over 
striker Julio Salmas, who has an 
ankle ligament strain. He will 
miss two days training and could 
be out of Sunday’s match at 
Valencia. 

But better news for Barcelona 
came with the return to light 
training of Dutch defender 
Ronald Koeman, out for the past 
three months after an addles 
tendon operation. 


Marseille players to boycott 
international soccer matches 


PARK (R) — Marseille players 
hove vowed to boycott aO official 
soccer marches — including inter- 
nationals — until a ban on dub 
Prerident Bernard Tapie is lifted. 

The players said Tuesday they 
Would carry out an indefinite 
Strike until a meeting with Tapie. 
despite threatened sanctions from 
die F rench Soccer Federation 
(FFF). 

. “It is out of the question for os 
to bow to a threat by Marseille 

te ” FFF President Jean 
-Fayard said, but defen- 
der Basile Boh said the team was 
■ot worried. 

“If (they) took sanctions 
against os it would be the death of 
French soccer. The French team 
b basica&y seven Marseille play- 
ers. I can’t understand what they 
are doing,” said Boh. 

“They’re trying to destroy 
French soccer." 

France are due to play Spain in 
a Crucial E ur opean championship 


group one qualifier in Paris on 
Feb. 20 while Marseille should 
meet European Qnb champions 
AC Milan in a two-leg European 
Cnp champions AC Milan in a 
two-leg European Cup quarter- 
final on March 6 and 20. 

Club sources said Tapie, sus- 
pended for one year Monday for 
damaging sporting morale and 
insulting referees, may discuss 
the strike with the Marseille play- 
ers Tuesday. 

The controvesial businessman, 
banned by French soccer's 
National Disciplinary Committee 
(CND), said be would resign 
once the future of the league 
champions was secured. 

But he has said the strike is no 
solution and has urged the ream 
to play on and win the European 
Cup for him instead. 

“The players should carry on 
playing and win the European 
Cup just ot prove those who have 
condemned me wrong," he said. 


Asked Monday whether he 
would resign or continue as 
Marseille president, he said: 
“The question doesn’t arise. I 
don’t have the choice. You can't 
ran a club by remote control. 
Thai doesn't exist. It demands 
day-to-day contact." 

Tapie; who said be would step 
down as soon as he has found a 
successor, was not the only victim 
of the crisis which has rocked 
French soccer for the past six 
months. 

Toulon manager Rolland 
Courbis, charged with six others 
in an investigation into alleged 
fraud at the club, bas said be will 
quit soccer at the end of the 
season. 

Former Bordeaux President 
Claude Bez, fined 50,000 francs 
($10,000) Monday for damaging 
sporting morale and making un- 
founded accusations, said he 
would appeal. 


Forest dumps Palace out of F.A. Cup 


LONDON (R) — A burst of 
ilec goals in 11 minutes finally 
took Nottingham Forest into the 
fourth round of the English Foot- 
tall Association (F.A.) Cup at 
file expense of viators Crystal 
VMace Monday. 

Midfielder Garry Parker broke 


the deadlock after 50 minutes in 
the third round second replay 
when he slotted home after good 
work by England midfielder 
Steve Hodge. 

Parker hammered a superb 
second three minutes later and 
winger Gary Crosby rounded off 


Aouita pulls out of 3 
indoor track events 


NEW YORK (AP) — Said 
Aouita, holder of five world dis- 
tance records, bas withdrawn 
from three indoor track meets 
frecause of the flu, Millrose 
■Games meet director Howard 
Sdunertz said. 

“He is scratched for the indoor 
season," Sdunertz said Monday. 

Aouita, who holds world out- 
door records at distances from 
1,500 metres to 5,000 metres, 
became 01 while training in Mex- 


ico City. 

“When he recuperates, he will 
return home to Morocco,” 
Sdunertz said. 

Aouita had been scheduled to 
compete in the Millrose Games 
Friday night at Madison Square 
Garden, die Mobil I Invitational 
Sunday at Fairfax, Virginia, and 
the Meadow! ands Invitational on 
Feb. 8 at East Rutherford, New 
Jersey. 


a typical flowing Forest move to 
hand Palace, beaten finalists last 
year, their heaviest defeat of the 
season. 

The sides drew 0-0 in the first 
game and Palace grabbed a 2-2 
draw in the replay last week with 
a dramatic late equaliser. 

Three other attempts to stage 
the game in Nottingham were 
frustrated by bad weather. 

Forest now travel to meet 
second division Newcastle United 
in a fourth round tie to be played 
on Feb. 11. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


M inter 
upsets 

Meshki in 
Auckland - 
Classic 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
( AP) — Australian Anne Minter 
crushed top seed and defending 
champion Leila Meshki of the 
Soviet Union 6-4. 6-2 Tuesday in 
the first round of die $100,000 
Nutri-Metics Classic Internation- 
al Tennis Tournament. 

Meshki bad to poll oat of the 
Australian Open with influenza 
and showed her lack of match 
fitness against a determined Win- 
ter. 

“It was difficult for me to play 
someone who has already been 
playing matches when I bad two 
days’ practice,” Meshki said. 

Dutch qualifier Petra Kamstra 
ousted no. 6 seed Ann Grossman 
of die United States 4-6, 7-6 
(7-4). 6-1 after saving two match 
points, while German teenager 
Barbara Rittner upset third- 
seeded American Gretchen Ma- 
gers 2-6, 7-5. 6-1. 

Grossman led Kamstra by a 
set, 5-4 and 40-15 but then 
slumped. 

Rittner, a senrifinalist in the 
junior championship of the Au- 
stralian Open, saved a break 
point at 5-5 in the second set and 
then broke Magers in the next 
game to win the set 7-5. She won 
die decisive set easily. 


Australia 
plays 
Belgium in 
Davis Cup 

PERTH, Australia (AP) — Au- 
stralian Davis Cup tennis captain 
Neale Fraser warned his team 
Tuesday not to underestimate 
Belgium in the first round match 
beginning Friday on die grass 
courts of Royal King’s Park. 

Australia is the No. 2 seed after 
losing to the United States in last 
year’s final. Belgium is making its 
World Group debut and has no 
grass court players. 

“If you cast your minds back to 
the first round last year, there 
were four upsets in the first 
round,” Fraser said Tuesday. 

“We don’t want to be in that 
category this year. 

‘This is a World Group tie and 
well be treating Belgium as 
though we were playing the Un- 
ited States in the final." 

Australia win be without for- 
mer Wnnbledoo champion Pat 
Cash, who has opted to practice 
in Europe, but will be repre- 
sented by Richard Frotnberg, 
Darren Cabin, Wally Masur and 
new member Todd Woodbridge. 

Fraser said current form would 
be the guideline in selecting the 
two players for die singles. 


Navratilova sounds challenge to young stars 


HONG KONG (R) — After a bit 
of tinkering with her body and 
her game during the longest lay- 
off in her career, a new, im- 
proved Martina Navratilova has 
re- eme r ge d on the women’s ten- 
nis scene with a challenge to dm 
young brigade. 

“I was beginning to feel old bnt 
after the operation on nay knees I 
feel 10 years younger,” said the 
durable 34-year-old after her first 
competitive match in two 
months. 

“I am healthier than I have 
been for many years.” 

U.S. Open champion Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina, bea ten in 
the quarter-finals of the Austra- 
lian Open by Spain's Arantxa 
Sa n rii M Vtcario last week, was 
the first victim of the rejuvenated 
Navratilova, going down 6-3 6-4 
m a challenge tp 3 * 1 * played in 
Hong Kong Monday. 

“For a first match after two 
months off die was pretty good,” 
said Sabatini, the 20- year-old 
world number four, almost grud- 
gingly. 

That understands it. An exhibi- 
tion match it may have been, but 
Navratilova used the occasion to 
s ignal emphatically that she was 
back and in vintage form. 

Sabatini had no answer to a 
re-modelled serve and the 
wonderful array of shots that 
gained the American a record 
ninth Wimbledon title last year. 

Before the match Navratilova 
bad been apprehensive, “I woke 
up with knots in my stomach,” 
she acknowledged. 

Afterwards she was positively 
euphoric. “It was far better than I 
expected,” said the world’s third- 
ranked player. “I am thrilled with 
the result.” 

Two small vertical scars were 
the only evidence of recent 
surgery to remove excess calcium 
which had weakened her knees. 



lift 


Martina Navratilova 

"The knees are good — I am 
grateful it was not a career- 
ending injury,” said Navratilova. 
“After tiie operation I knew the 
knees would be all right." 

She was not as confident about 
the new compact serve which tire 
has developed over the past two 
weeks. But it worked. 

“The new serve is an improve- 
ment. Before it was slice, dice, 
slice. Now I am trying to put 
more racket on the ball,” she 
said. 

Despite apparently winning the 
battle age, Navratilova 

has set herself realistic goals for 
1991. 

She slopped the Australian 
Open won by world number two 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia and 
will miss the French Open to 
concentrate on taking her Wimb- 
ledon singles haul into doable 


She also plans to play m the 
U.S. Open. 

“I still find tennis a c hal l e nge . 
Ym still learning to play better 
fyflinj* and while I'm competitive 
and enjoying it I will continue to 
play,” die said before flying to 
Japan for the Pan-Pacific Open. 


“As for Wimbledon. I beheve l 
can win a 10th title. If I did not 
befieve that, I would not play 
there. 

*Tve already got the record, so 
I will not be worrying about it 
when I goon court. There will be 
less pr es sure ." 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 

HAI*S5 mi ] 


Shriver upsets Zvereva 
in Pan-Pacific Open 


TOKYO (AP) — Pam Shriver 
overcame soreness from a shoul- 
der injury and up6et Natalia 
Zvereva of the Soviet Union 6-2, 
6-0 in the first roimd of the Toray 
Pan Pacific Open Tournament 
Tuesday. 

Shriver, unseeded and playing 
only her fourth tournament since 
an operation in June, used her 
favourite serve-and-yoOey attack 
in trouncing the sixth-seeded 
Zvereva, ranked 15th in the 
world, on the fast artificial sur- 
face. 

“I need one or two months to 
completely recover from the in- 
jury. I still felt a little sore.” 
Shriver said. 

She broke Zvereva’s serve in 
the first and fifth games of the 
first set, and broke again to open 
the second set after three deuces. 

In other first round matches, 
seventh-seeded Laura Gfldemeis- 
ter of Pern came up with timely 
passing shots and beat Japanese 
qualifier Knmiko Okamoto 7-6 
(7-1), 7-5. 

In an all-Japanese match, 
Khmko Date brat no. 8 Naoko 


Sawamatsu 6-4, 7-5. 

Alike Huber of Germany beat 
Australian Elizabeth Smylie 6-1, 
6-4. 

Qualifier Alyaa May, ranked 
321st in tiie world, upset fellow 
American Marianne Werdel, 
Tanked 40th, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3. 

Qualifier Mana Endo of Japan 
beat Andrea-Leand of the United 
States 2r6. 6-4, 6-3 in one hour, 
SO minutes. 

American Peanut Louie- 
Haiper overwhelmed Japanese 
wild card entry Akiko Kijimtxta 
6-4, 6-2. 

The top seeds had a first round 
bye and will play their first 
matches Wednesdady. 

They are no. 1 Steffi Graf of 
Germany, tiie defending cham- 
pion; no. 2 Monica Seles- of 
Yugoslavia, winner of the Au- 
stralian Open last week; no. 3 
Martina Navratilova of the Un- 
ited States, returning to tourna- 
ment play after knee surgery; no. 
4 Mary Joe Fernandez of tiie 
United States, and no. 5 Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina. 

First prize is $70,000. 



Maybe if I had a bigger breakfast 
I wouldn’t be so hungry at dinner.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
6 TANNAH HIRSCH 

*1990 Tribune Medfe SerMwa. Inc. 


IMPROVE THE ODDS 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 v by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles/ 
one letter to each square, to tonn 
four ordinary words. 




Yesterdays 


AT THE ENPOF 
THAT SHOPPING 
SPREE* SHE WAS — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

TY AS “ r'Y" "Ty 

ill Jl WELL AS 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BAKED AFOOT RADIUM VERMIN 
Answer What the sailor shouted when he saw the 
surfer— MAN “OVER BOARD" 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. I 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 7 

10 6 5 3 2 
0 7 2 

* A 952 

WEST EAST 

4KJ 10 964 *852 

Q ? J 

OQJ 10 9 0 86543 

♦ 84 * Q J 7 6 

SOUTH 
6 Q3 

O A K 9 87 4 
OAK 

* K 10 3 


The bidding; 
South West 

North 

East 

1 <7 

1 * 

2 4 

Pass 

5 

Pass 

5 4 

Pass 

fi ‘7 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of O 

One of the traps to which an ex- 
pert falls prey is thinking a situation 
Is familiar, and not looking deeper 
Into the position. As a result, a bel- 
ter chance is sometimes overlooked. 

North’s cue-bid showed a limit 
raise or betta in hearts, i.e, some 10 
points or more with at least four- 
card support. From South's hand 
tfcm virtually guaranteed an ace, so 
South jumped over game to invite 
partner to bid slam with first- or 
second-round spade control. North 
dutifully cue-bid the ace of spades, 
but South had already stretched his 
mu to their limit. 


West led the queen of diamonds 
and declarer thought the problem of 
holding his Mack-suit losers to one 

could be solved routinely. After 
winning in hand, declarin' drew 
trumps in two rounds, cashed the 
remaining diamond honor and ace 
of spades, and exited with a spade to 
the queen and West's king. 

Naturally, West switched to a 
dub. Declarer played low from 
dummy and captured East's jack 
with the king, then ran the ten of 
dubs — down one. 

Declarer’s line needed only split 
dub honors, but be could have done 
better. Considering the lead, there 
was a virtually sure-trick line 
available. 

After drawing trumps, declarer 
should have cashed his remaining 
high diamond, then crossed to the 
ace of dubs to lead a low club to- 
ward the dosed hand. If East pro- 
duces an honor, declarer wins and 
concedes a dub to the outstanding 
honor and later takes a spade dis- 
card on dummy's established nine 
of clubs. If East plays low, declarer 
inserts the tea. 

If that loses to a doubleton honor 
in the West band. West is end- 
played. If dubs are 3-3, dummy's 
long dub sets up for the spade pitch. 
If West started with four dubs, he 
subsequently will be squeezed in the 
black suits. 


Andy Capp 


a MOM MS 

snacuniMwiEiMiauL ltd 




ACROSS 
1 Launder 
5 Above 
9 Mex. money 
13 Pseudonym 
15 Respiratory 


16 Article 

17 Room: Fr. 

18 Troubles 

19 "Clair de — " 

20 Enclosed deck 
area 

22 Fragrance 

23 Excellent 

24 Chemical 
compound 

26 WY city 

30 Object ot 
adoration 

31 Opposed to 

32 Snug as — ~ 
35 Small flutes 
39 Rings 

41 From — Z 

42 Nimble 

43 Razor 
sharpener 

44 Feudal worker 

46 Hearty's 
companion 

47 Russ.' news 
agency 

49 Cane 
51 Israeli 
53 Poems 

55 City on the 
Adriatic 

56 Some TV 
shows 

62 Assert 

63 Decorous 

64 Of a region 

65 007 

66 Roof edge 

67 Lasso 

68 Epochs 

69 Oboe 

70 Take an 
oblique 
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EC lends Greece $3b 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) finance minis- 
ters said Monday that they had 
a greed t o lend about 2.2 billion 
European Currency Units (S3 bil- 
lion} to Greece to help rescue its 
struggling economy. 

“ Ministers agreed in principle 
tbat medium-term financial 
a s sista n ce to file balance of pay- 
ments, of the order of 22 billion 
European Currency Unit (ECUs) 
would be made available to 
Greece,” the EC said in a state- 
ment issued after their one-day 
meeting. 

The first tranche of the loan, 
comprising about one billion 
ECUs ($1.4 billion) would be 
disbursed as soon as a final deci- 
sion on the deal was reached 
when nriuKten next meet on Feb. 
25. 

Further tranches would be dis- 
bursed in the light of the imple- 
mentation of the Greek govern- 


ment's tough economic program- 
me, the statement said. 

Luxembourg Finance Minister 
Jean-CIaude June iter said the 
Greek government's request for 
the loan had been granted after 
difficult discussions lasting sever- 
al months. 

“In the spirit of solidarity, the 
Community cannot turn a deaf 
ear to this appeal,” Juncker said. 

EC commissioner for economic 
affairs, Henning Cbristophersen, 
said the decision showed that “we 
are prepared to decide problems 
within the family."* 

Greece's budget deficit and in- 
flation are the highest in the 
Community at 18.4 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
and 22.8 per cent respectively. 

Athens has a budget plan to 
bring the deficit down to 16.6 per 
cent and inflation to 17 per cent 
this year. 


But when the request for help 
was first made in November, the 
EC’s monetary committee sug- 
gested it might be better for 
Greece to go to International 
Monetary Fund for help. 

The Community in 1985 loaned 
1.7S billion ECUs to Greece, tbe 
equivalent of 51.5 billion then, 
with strings attached. But the 
conditions of reducing inflation 
and the budget deficit to below 10 
per cent, were never met, leading 
some countries to demand stricter 
terms this time. 

A commission report submit- 
ted to finance ministers for de- 
bate Monday was scathing about 
the Greek economy. 

“The budgetary imbalance is 
clearly unsustainable and deter- 
mined application of budgetary 
adjustment policies null need to 
be sustained over several years,” 
tbe report said. 


German bankers say S. Africa 
may return to capital markets 


BONN (R) — South Africa, 
shunned on world capital markets 
for six years, believes it has im- 
proved its image enough to allow 
public issues of debt abroad. Ger- 
man bankers said Tuesday. 

They said Pretoria intended to 
launch a government-backed 
bond issue in early autumn, but 
detailed talks had yet to open. 

“We have been informed by 
the government and private bor- 
rowers that South Africa intends 
to come bade to test the water 
this fall,” one official at a large 
German bank said. 

“We hope that within six 
months or so. South Africa will 
again be fit for good society,” be 
said, adding that at present banks 
were reluctant to conduct any 
deals pubfidy for fear of provok- 
ing an anti-apartheid backlash. 

Much would depend on politic- 
al developments, including prog- 
ress in talks between President 
F.W. de Klerk, who has started 
to scrap apartheid, and African 
National Congress leader Nelson 


Mandela. 

A South African diplomat said 
final timing for a new bond issue 
would be set once the European 
Community (EC) abolished its 
sanctions against Pretoria. He 
said the EC move was expected at 
an EC summit set for June but 
could come as early as April. 

De Klerk is expected to end 
black exclusion form land own- 
ership and residential segregation 
when parliament, which exdudes 
the country’s black majority, 
opens in February. 

These two measures would ful- 
fil the last two require m ents set 
by the EC for lifting sanctions. 
Bankers said the United States 
and Japan were also considering 
scrapping sanctions. 

Until international banks en-. 
ded new lending amid a blade 
uprising in 1985, South Africa 
was viewed as an ideal capital 
market borrower, bankers said. 
Its payments were always on time 
and pre mium s were high. 

They said many customers had 


remained loyal to South African 
issues, enabling German banks to 
quickly and quietly place about 
250 million marks ($169 million) 
of bonds rescheduled for selected 
borrowers in private issues last 
year. 

Reschedulings this year would 
rise to around 500 million marks 
(338 million). 

South Africa had outstanding 
debts of 1.76 billion marks ($1.19 
trillion) with German batiks in 
September 1990, compared to 
around 137 billion marks ($925 
million) in 1985, according to 
German central bank statistics. 


Britain starts 
offensive to 
raise Gulf 
war cash 

LONDON (R) — The British 
government decided Tuesday to 
begin a series of ministerial meet- 
- mgs with other countries in the 
amt-Lraq coalition to raise money 
to defray its expenses in the Gulf 
war, government sources said. 

They said the war cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister John 
Major decided that the round of 
top-level contacts would start 
with a visit to Germany by Fore- 
ign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
Wednesday. 

The sources declined to say 
which other countries Bri tain 
would approach but said they 
would include other European 
Community (EC) members. Gulf 
states and Japan. 

British officials have expressed 
bitterness over the low level of 
fiandal help being given to Bri- 
tain. Its 35,000-man force in the 
Gulf is the second-biggest non- 
Arab contribution after that of 
the United States. 

The sources did not say how 
much Britain was hoping to raise 
to offset its costs. 

“Foreign and treasury (finance 
ministry) ministers win go to 
different places” to discuss extra 
contributions, an official said. 

He said there were indications 
from other countries that they 
“recognised their responsibilities 
... there has been a positive re- 
sponse bnt we have not got down 
to numbers yet.” 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont raised the issue 
with other EC finance ministers 
at a routine meeting in Brussels 
Monday and said he was hopeful 
more money could be raised. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, January 29, 1991 
Central Bank official rates • 




Bmj ’SdU 




U.S. doBar 

665.0 669.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

506.0 

509.0 

Pound Stating . 

1310.5 1319.4 

Dutch piiMw 

J»7.0 

399.4. 

PettMrflWMTfc 

447.6 4503 

Swedish crown 

119.8 

120.5 

Swiss fmc 

528.0 531.2 

Italian Inn (for 100) 

59.6 

60.0 

French franc 

131.8 132^ 

Belgian franc (6x 10) 

216.6 

217.9 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.9705/15 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1580/90 

Canadian dollar 


1.4850/455 

Deutschemarks 


1.6725/35 

Dutch guilders 


1.2555/60 

Swiss francs 


30.55/60 

Belgian francs 


5.0340/90 

French francs 


1113/1114 

Italian lire 


131.15/25 

Japanese yen 


5.5460/5510 

Swedish crowns 


5.8000/50 

Norwegian crowns 


5. 7040/90 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

377.50/90 

U.S. dollars 


Calm slowly returns 
to Turkish markets 


ISTANBUL (R) — The Gulf war 
has shaken Turkey’s economy but 
confidence is slowly returning to 
the financial sector, bankers and 
businessmen said Tuesday. 

"Things have slowed down. 
But we’re fast gaming immunity 
against war,” said Uzeyir Garth, 
chairman of private industrial 
conglomerate Alarko Holding. 

“In the early days of tbe war 
we were all glued to the televi- 
sion,. thinking Jxaq^conld attack 1 
Turkey any tune. We were too 
unnerved to do business But nov£ 
the war has become part of oar 
daily life,” said an Ankara bank- 
er. 

Showrooms stocked with cars 
and empty hotels and restaurants 
in Istanbul testify to the economic 
slowdown in frontline Turkey, a 
base for U.S. air raids on Iraq. 

Bnt financial markets have 
calmed following a short-lived 
panic on the eve of the Gulf war 
12 days ago. 

There was a ran on deposits 
with Turks withdrawing some 
5,000 bflBon lira ($1.6 billion) 
from banks. 

Central bank sources said half 
of tiie lira withdrawals had been 
returned in the past week. 

Istanbul's emerging stock mar- 
ket ignored Baghdad’s Jan. 23 
charge that Turkey was responsi- 
ble for “unjustified aggression” 
by allowing U.S. planes to bomb 
Iraq from a southern base. Since 
then, the stock market has been 


going up. 

“The market is used to the idea 
that war can last up to four 
months,” said Bahattin Demir of 
Carsi brokerage bouse. 

Bankers see the Gulf war as 
short term. 

“There’s a wait-and-see mood. 
But Turkey by definition is quite 
a booming country and we’re still 
optimistic,” said Jean-Baptiste 
SurviUe, deputy general manager 
of French Banque Indosuez’s 
Istanbul branch. 

Turkey stood but as a regional 
economic powerhouse after last 
year’s industrial expansion and 
fast agricultural recovery from 
drought. Gross national product 
grew by 9.1 per cent in tbe first 
nine months of 1990 on an annual 
basis. 

“We can’t just sit down and 
wait just because there's war. 
Business is slow but I still man- 
aged to sell three cars this week,” 
said Kamil Kocer at his newly- 
opened showroom in central 
Istanbul stocked with East Euro- 
pean cars. 

How bad Turkey's economy 
will be hurt depends on the dura- 
tion of the war. The current 
account was $2.3 bilHou in the red 
in the first 11 months of 1990 and 
foreign trade gap up 120 per cent 
to $8.88 trillion over a year ago. 

A prolonged war will badly hit 
revenues from tourism, which 
totalled $3.3 billion in the first 11 
months of 1990. 
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Bush expected to shy away from 
quick- fixes for ailing economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush is expected in 
the coining weeks to unveil an 
array of measures to aid the U.S. 
economy in the long ran, but 
little to lift it immediately from its 
recession, officials said Monday. 

With the Gulf war dominating 
the headlines, Bush has escaped 
criticism for presiding over 
America’s first economic down- 
turn in eight years and is under 
little pressure to announce 
emergency measures in his State 
of the Union address Tuesday. 

“The content (of tbe address) is 
dominated by the discission of 
the Gulf conflict," White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater told 
reporters. 

“The speech will reflect the 
president's thinking on the con- 
flict, what it means for the coun- 
try, what it means for the eco- 


nomy and our domestic agenda as 
well,” be added. 

The White House has pinned 
tbe blame for the U.S. downturn 
squarely on Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, arguing that his 
invasion of Kuwait sparked a rise 
in oil prices that tipped tbe eco- 
nomy into recession. 

But Bush administration eco- 
nomists are hopeful that the eco- 
nomy will start to turn around by 
the middle of the year, aided by 
lower interest rates and oil prices 
as the uncertainty surrounding 
the Gulf crisis clears. 

They said the administration is 
working on a series of measures 
— from proposals to strengthen 
the battered U.S. banking indus- 
try to more spending on research 
and development — to streng- 
then the economy in the longer 
term. 


U.S. officials said Bush has 
rejected calls for such economic 
quick-fixes as stepped-up spend- 
ing or more government regula- 
tion to combat the downturn 
because those measures would 
provide little short-term relief 
and hurt in tbe long ran. 

“The president will try make 
sure that any economic policies or 
intiatives are proposed will be 
good for the long term, not just 
short-term palliatives,” Bush's 
chief economic advisor, Michael 
Boston, said earlier this month. 

Besides, with U.S. budget de- 
ficit expected to balloon to more 
than $300 billion this fiscal year, 
tbe administration has little room 
to manoeuvre, analysts said. 

“We have a serious deficit 
problem that will have to be the 
subject of focus (of the speech),” 
Fitzwater said. 


Bush is likely to argue Tuesday 
that last year’s agreement to slash 
the deficit by S500 billion over 
five years will put the economy 
on a sounder footing and enhance 
long-term growth. 

Senior administration officials 
have sought to downplay the im- 
pact of the Gulf war on die 
budget deficit, saying that Amer- 
ica's wealthy allies will pick up 
much of the tab. 

“We expect this to be (finan- 
cially) manageable because we 
expect to have very substantia] 
foreign contributions,” said 
budget director Richard Damian. 

Both Fitzwater and Darman 
rejected calls for a special tax to 
pay for the war. Admi nitration 
economists said that the weak- 
ness of the economy if anything 
argues for a tax cut, not a tax 
increase. 


Philippines eyes reconstruction of Kuwait: 


MANILA (Agencies) — The Phi- 
lippines said Tuesday the Gulf 
war would present a major 
opportunity for Filipino com- 
panies and contract workers to 
help in rebuilding Kuwait when 
the conflict is over. 

The end of the Gulf war “will 
present massive opportunities to 
Filipino workers... who will be 
summoned to the Middle East for 
reconstruction work,” President 
Coraxon Aquino's chief of staff, 
Oscar Orbos. told construction 
executives. 

“After the war, there will be 
rebuilding which would be done 
on a massive scale. The govern- 
ment will not sit idly and watch 
from tbe sidelines as the giant 
reconstruction job unfolds,” he 
noted. 

About 40,000 Filipino workers 
lost their jobs when Iraqi troops 
advanced into Kuwait last Aug. 


2. More than 500,000 Filipinos 
work in the Middle East. 

The government said tourists 
were safe from “terrorist” attacks 
on the Philippines despite a bung- 
led bomb attack by pro-Iraqi 
supporters at a U.S. library in 
Manila . 

Tbe Philippines remained a 
“safe destination for tourists,” 
acting Tourism Secretary Rafael 
Alunan said. He spoke after a 
wave of hotel cancellations in 
Manila by tourists fearing bomb 
attacks and possible plane hijack- 
ing by pro-Iraqi sympathisers. 

In another sector, the state-run 
Philippine Airlines (PAL) is suf- 
fering significant losses in re- 
venues due to the Gulf war and 
no immediate relief is in sight, an 
official said Tuesday. 

The war forced the airline to 
cancel its five weekly flights to 
the Middle East, its most lucra- 


tive route, said Enrique Santos, 
PAL vice president for corporate 
communications. 

Tbe Gulf conflict also forced 
PAL to reduce its flights to 
Europe from six to two, Santos 
added. 

Santos said there was “a little 
slowdown” in traffic from the 
United States became travellers 
feared terrorist attacks on airlines 
and were hesitant to travel while 
a war in progress. 

'The airline has instituted strict 
conservation measures, cut work- 
ing days from five to four at its 
corporate headquarters, and may 
further reduce unpopular flights, 

The airline first reduced its 
flights to Dhahran. Riyadh and 
Dubai after the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and then can- 
celled all of them beginning Jan. 
9. 

Santos declined to give figures 


for the airline’s losses, saying 
competitors “would just love to 
know how much we are losing.’ 1 

He did say the cancellation of 
the Middle East flights alone 
accounted for a 30 per cent loss in 
total income. 

Santos said the airline had been 
suffering losses since November- 
due to high feel and insurance 
costs. 

The Manila Bulletin has re- 
ported that operating costs of 
Asian airlines have increased by 
eight to 12 per cent because of 
higher fuel and insurance costs. 
PAL's difficulties have been 
aggravated by a scarcity of fore- 
ign exchange. 

Tbe airline's losses in Novem- 
ber totalled 837.41 million pesos 
($29.9 million). It posted a net 
income of 288.85 million pesos 
($10.32 million) from April tq 
August. ** 


N. Ireland continues to attract investors 


BELFAST (R) — Foreign inves-. 
tors are still attracted to Northern 
Ireland despite the gloomy media 
image of the province as being all 
bombs and bullets, says a top 
business leader. 

• TTbe reality is very workable. 
Tbe problem is pei^ptiari," said 
Ttin^Hopkins, chie f - e x e e dti ve of 
the Industrial Development 
Borad (IDB) which has launched 
a drive to court American, Asian 
and European firms. 

Offering a competitive package 
of business grants and a young, 
computer-literate, English- 
speaking workforce, he said: 
“Our job is to get the investors to 
look past the headlines.'' 

Nearly 3,000 people have died 
in the 21-year battle by Irish 
Republican Army guerrillas to 
end British rule in the province. 

On the economic front, a re- 
cord number of businesses col- 
lapsed in Northern Ireland last 
yea; and unemployment is twice 
the national average in Britain. 

But foreign investors have 
nevertheless injected money into 


the province. 

Two years ago South Korea’s 
Daewoo Electronics built an £18 
million ($35.27 million) video 
cassette recorder factory which 
employs 500 people. 

French motor component 
manufacturer Montupet is invest- 
ing £90 million ($176.3 million) in 
an aluminium foundry producing 
cylinder beads for Ford Zeta en- 
gines. 

It will create 1,000 jobs in a 
nationalist unemployment black- 
spot and be sited at tbe former 
plant of U.S. entrepreneur John 
de Lorean’s ill-fated sports car 
venture which crashed in 1982. 

“Five years ago we had no 
Japanese investment. Now 2.5 
per cent of oar workforce is 
employed by Japanese com- 
panies,” Hopkins said. 

A Japanese company, Ryobi, 
has invested £15 million (29.39 
mCQion) to produce anto compo- 
nent engine parts in a venture, 
that would create 100 jobs, he 
added. 


Tbe IDB has targetted compu- 
ter technology, automotive com- 
ponents and the food sector as its 
three best bets for the 1990s. 

“We are a small country and 
therefore not trying ro..Jje all 
things to all men," Hopkins 
said. . _ _ 

For Asian and U.S. firms. 
Northern Ireland is heavily prom- 
oted as a cost-effective and com- 
petitive bridge into Europe for 
the post-1992 angle market in the 
European Community (EC). 

“Ten per cent of our workforce 
is employed by American com- 
panies. Dupont and Ford have 
been here for over 30 years," 
Hopkins said. 

Consultants Dun and Brad- 
street estimated that 416 North- 
ern Ireland businesses failed in 
1990, up 15 per cent on 1989. 
They blamed “a long period of 
high interest rates and the onset 
of a new recession. " 

Northern Ireland's unemploy- 
ment rate is 13.9 per cent, com- 
pared to the British overall rate 
of 6.5 per cent and the EC 


average of 83 per cent. 

But Hopkins is upbeat about 
the long-term, quick to single out 
tire province’s main plus point — 
people. 

.“We have a surplus of universi- 
ty gradnates wrth computer. 
ware skill," he said. — 

“Business strategists want to bey 
sure they can have an adequate 
supply of labour for 20 years. The 
16-24 age group in the United 
Kingdom is due to go down by 23 
per cent over tbe next decade'. 
That figure is mirrored in Ger- 
many and France. In Northern 
Ireland, it will only be going 
down about 11 per cent.” 

Even with a Gulf war draining 
the British exchequer and a reces- 
sion looming, Hopkins is san- 
guine. “Northern Ireland com- 
panies are fitter than they were 
five to 10 years ago.” 

“A great deal of attention has 
been given to marketing and ■ 
management. They are in good 
shape and more outward-looking 
Strategic planning is no longer a 
dirty word,” be pointed out. 


China said desperate to boost oil and gas deposits 


BEIJING (R) — China is desper- 
ate to boo st its shrinking oil and 
gas deposits and has pinpointed 
certain areas, including the 
potentially rich Tarim basin, for 
development, the official China 
Daily has said. 

Foreign oil experts have said 
the Tarim basin in China's re- 
mote western province of Xin- 
jiang may contain as much oil as 
the North Sea. 

So far the Chinese government, 
has withheld joint venture ex- 
ploration rights, which foreign oil 
companies are hoping for. 

“The Chinese government, de- 
sperate to put a halt to shrinking 


oil and gas deposits, has desig- 
nated 10 areas for intensified 
exploration in the next five 
years,” the newspaper said. 

It did not give figures to illus- 
trate the government's concern. 

The agency quoted the ministry 
of geology and mineral resources 
as saying areas designated for 
development besides Tarim were 
the northeast's Songliao basin, 
Sichuan in the southwest, two 
areas in Tibet, three unspecified 
areas and the East and South 
China seas. 

Tarim and the East China Sea 
were described by the ministry as 
IL the nation’s last, and perhaps 


richest, virgin sites of onshore 
and offshore oil and gas.” 

It said Chinese prospecting 
teams in Lun an in the Tarim 


basin reported substantial prog- 
ress, and that an initial batch of 
crude oil bad been sent for refin- 
ing this month. ' 


LOST DOG 


Watch dog, German Shepherd, black; was lost in 
Abdoun area on Jan. 27,1991. 

Any one who finds it is kindly asked to call tel. no. 81 8903 
and will get a reward. 


WANTED 

British research firm is extending its worldwide 
network of ‘shoppers’ and requires part-time help 
from a resident of Jordan involving shopping for 
specific commonly available products in local groc- 
ery and other stores. Ability to communicate in 
English is essential. 

Pleas6 write for details to: 

Eric Biggs, IIS Limited 
1,8-19 Long Lane 
London ECIA 9HE U.K. 



^Leonar&o 

Restaurant 

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN 
CUISINE 

Shmeisani Tel: 662441 


FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully equipped 
kitchen, spacious reception area, with TV, video, indepen- 
dent telephone, central heating and car park. 

For more Information please call 810303 


AVISO A LOS OUDADANOS C0L0MBIAN05 
RESIDENTES EN JORDANIA 

El Consulado Honorario de Colombia en Jordanla 
informa a los ciudadanos Colombian os que el Gobiemo 
colombiano desea tener completa informacidn sobre su 
cdonia residente en Jordania. Para lo arriba menciona- 
do. deberdn registrarse aquellas personas que no se 
han inscrito anteriormente en el Consulado Honorario de 
Colombia, Edificio del Fine. CaJle AI-Hussein Bin Ali, 

Jabal Amm6n, Tel6fono 652688, para tener contacto 
con eitos en caso de necesidad. 

FAVOR DAR MAYOR IMPORTANCE AL CON- 

TENIDO DE ESTE AVISO. 

ELIA C. NUQIIL 

Cdnsul H. de Colombia 




















Superpower summit delay is 
warning to Gorbachev — reformer 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
U.S.-Soviet summit delay win 
warn Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev that his new hard line 
threaten? to restore the cold war 
and jeopardises his accomplish- 
ments, a leading Soviet reformer 
said Tuesday. 

“I think this can be a very 
strong signal for oar president 
and for our rulers in general that 
the result of their turn back can 
be a restoration of the cold war,” 
Moscow Deputy Mayor Sergei 
Stankevich said in interview. 
State-owned news media reported 
but did not immediately comment 
on the decision by U.S. President 
George Bush and Gorbachev to 
postpone the scheduled Peb. 11- 
13 Moscow summit. 

Stankevich said that by post- 
poning the summit, the United 
States in effect was warning 
Soviet hardliners that "almost all 
of the fruits from the previous 
period, including the peace di- 
vidend, can be sacrificed in favour 
of their ideological triumph/” 

“This price is too high, even 
unbearable for our society, be- 
cause to start a new round of the 
arms race, to start a new period of 
cold war, is unbearable economi- 
cally and impossible politically," 
said Stankevich, interviewed in 
the ornate white room at Moscow 
City Hall. 

Radio Moscow reported in a 
morning newscast that "(hie to 
the war in the Golf, Mr. Bush 
must remain in Washington. And 
besides, work on the strategic 


MIAMI (AP) — A federal judge 
Monday rejected the defence's 
call to throw out Manuel 
Nbriegj's drug case, ruling the 
deposed Panamanian leader’s 
rights had not been jeopardised 
by government taping of his pris- 
on phone calls. >- 

The defence had asked U.S. 
District Judge William Hoeveler 
to dismiss the indictment on 
grounds of government miscon- 
duct 

Noriega’s attorneys accused 
the prosecution of improperly re- 
cording call between their client 
and their office, one of which was 
later leaked and telecast by CNN. 

But prosecutors responded that 
Noriega had signed documents 
acknowledging his calls were 
being monitored and taped. 

Hoeveler said Monday that the 
June 24 trial will go on as plan- 
ned. 

“While there were some irre- 
gularities, I'm going to follow the 
law which says that dismissal is 
too great a sanction," said 
Hoeveler. "I don’t think the de- 
fendant has been hurt to the 
extent that he has been denied a 
fair trial.” 

But the judge also emphasised 
char the question was not dosed. 
He said that he would review the 
matter as the case progressed if 
the defence could show him evi- 
dence of damage to their case 
caused by the phone recordings. 

On another front, Noriega’s 
defence attorneys confirmed they 
will remain on fee case, in view of 
fee Austrian government’s re- 
lease of S1.6 million in frozen 
funds linked to their client. 

More than S18 million are still 
frozen in European banks, and 
the federal government has 
agreed to continue trying to get 
enough of that money released to 
pay Noriega's attorneys. 

The defence says fee S1.6 mil- 
lion are laready committed for 
past expenses, and they agreed to 
accept $75 an hour — far less 
than fee $350 an hour that lead 
attorney Frank Rubino says he 
needs — from the federal govern- 
ment until more of their cheat’s 
money is released. Only two 
attorneys — Rubino and co- 
counsel Jon May — will be co- 
vered by the government’s fee 
arrangement. 

The judge's ruling on the dis- 
missal case left other questions as 
welL Cable News Network is still 
potentially liable for criminal 
contempt fines for airing one tape 
in alleged violation of Hoeveler’s 
order, although no hearing date 
has been set in that case. 

And lose Blandon, Noriega's 
former intelligence chief who is 
now a prosecution witness, is still 
under investigation for leaking 
the tape to fee network. 

But Monday's decision does 
prevent the defence from using 
the tapes issue to abort prosecu- 
tion of the drug case. 

Assistant U.S. attorney Sonia 
O’Donnel said the prosecution 
may have committed errors, but 
there was no malice. 


arms reduction treaty requires 
more tune.” 

The radio also noted that U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 

A he and Bush did discuss the 
Baltics issue at length wife Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander Bess- 
mertnykh in Washington but that 
it was not a reason for the post- 
ponement. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) said Bessmertnykh 
“spoke about President Gor- 
bachev’s efforts to resolve the 
emerging problems by means of 
dialogue and in the interest of 
perestroika...” 

“Hasty assessmen and state- 
ments in the West do not help. 
They contradict the task of retain- 
ing perestroika and developing 
new constructive elements in in- 
ternational relations,” TASS re- 
ported Bessmertnykh as saying. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Landsbergis told reporters in Vil- 
nius Monday night feat he hoped 
the failure to cite fee Baltic crack- 
down in postponing the summit 
would not encourage fee military 
to take new steps against 
Lithuania. 

“It is not so important what 
person is named,” Landsbergis 
said. “It is more important what 
reasons are in mind, and whether 
they have these reasons in mind 
or not will be seen in the results." 

“I hope that such a formulation 
(in the official statement) will not 
encourage the Soviet military to 
take new aggressive action 
he said. 


Stankevich said that for several 
month Gorbachev has paid less 
attention to his reforms than to 
winning die loyalty of hardliners 
in the Communist Party, armed 
forces and KGB who fear and 
oppose the changes he began 
when he came to power in March 
1985. 

Soviet generals, bitter over 
arms cuts, fee withdrawal from 
Eastern Europe and efforts to 
trim their budgets, have been 
angered by the war in the Gulf, in 
part because it pits the United 
States against a long-time Krem- 
lin cheat, Iraq. 

The war “is tike dope for our 
generals,” he said explaining that 
it acted as a stimulant for them. 

Citing recent public comments 
by Soviet generals arguing for 
higher military spending and 
against Gorbachev’s “new think- 
ing" in foreign relations, Stank- 
evich said fee Soviet Union has 
an enormous army “considering 
our economic situation and our 
international situation, and this 
army tries to defend itself and 
preserve itself.” 

Meanwhile Latvian Foreign 
Minister Jams Jurkans said Mon- 
day Western governments were 
dearly backing the Baltic repub- 
lics against a feared Soviet milit- 
ary assault on their fledgling 
democracies. 

Jurkans told Reuters that gov- 
ernments, including Britain, 
France, Germany and Sweden, 


Pakistan disappointed 
at Washington’s aid cut 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
said Tuesday it was disappointed 
fee United States planned to cut 
aid by more than half even if 
Washington lifted a ban on assist- 
ance imposed because of doubts 
about Islamabad’s nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

“We are somewhat dis- 
appointed feat fee State Depart- 
ment has cut down the allocation 
that was to be given to Pakistan,” 
a Foreign Ministry official said. 

The U.S. State Department, in 
a letter to Congress, said it was 
cuttiag-ks assistance to $217 mil- 
lion from around $570 million 
promised before the aid halt last 
October. 

All military and new economic 
assistance was suspended when 
President George Bush failed to 
certify that Pakistan did not have 
unclear weapons as he was re- 
quired to under a congressional 
amendment. 

“They can reduce or even stop 
it altogether. We are not keen to 
run about for that,” Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif said on return 
from a Middle East tour Monday. 

Pakistani ministers said at the 
weekend they were aware an aid 
cut was coining but did not regard 
it as disastrous. 

Since taking office last Novem- 
ber Sharif has promoted self- 
reliance, but talks are going on at 
Foreign Ministry level to try to get 
American aid restored. 

“We had thought that the mat- 
ter of the (unclear) certification 
would be resolved before the 
Stale Department went to Con- 
gress wife a cutdown of assist- 
ance,” fee official said. 

But even if Pakistan could per- 
suade the United States to lift the 
aid suspension, fee make-up of 
fee new allocation makes it much 
less attractive. 

A U.S. source said military 
assistance was previously all grant 
aid. Not only has fee military 
allo cation been chopped from 
$229 million in fiscal 1990 to $92 
million, but $83 million of it will 
now be concessionary loans feat 
have to be paid back. 

Economic support grants have 
been cut from $229 milli on to $100 
million and development assist- 
ance to about $25 milli on. 

If Pakistan cannot persuade 
Bush to accept its assurances that 
it is not developing nuclear 
weapons by about June, the 


money would be spread around 
other countries. 

Some economic and develop- 
ment aid continues to flow from 
previous allocations but all milit- 
ary assistance stopped on Oct. 1 
and weapons ready for delivery 
were put into store. 

A Western defence attache said 
there was no evidence yet that 
Pakistan’s fighting abilities had 
suffered because of a lack of new 
weapons or spare parts. 

The 480,000-strong army was 
least affected, he said, but fee 
navy and particularly the air 
force's two squadrons of 40 F-16 
fighter airc r a ft could suffer from a 
lack of spares. 

‘1 think that the way they are 
getting by at the moment is feat 
they are cutting back their train- 
ing to conserve them as an air 
weapon,” he said. 

Sharif flew back from the Mid- 
dle East Monday to find his army 
chief openly questioning govern- 
ment backing for efforts to prise 
Iraq out of Kuwait. 

Pakistan officially supports Un- 
ited Nations insolations caning for 
Iraq to poll out of Kuwait and has 
sent 11,000 soldiers to help defend 
Saudi Arabia. 

But faced with pro-Iraq protests 
in every major city each day. 
General Miiza Aslam Beg used an 
address to senior officers Monday 
to praise Iraqi “resilience.” He 
called the Gulf war a Zionist plan 
to neutralise the Islamic World. 

Sharif, at his first full news 
conference since taking office in 
November, appeared unaware of 
the general’s outburst. 

He was evasive when whether 
he agreed wife the army chief of 
staffs statement that Iraq had 
been “encouraged” to invade 
Kuwait to provide a justification 
for war. 

But the prime minister said 
Pakistan's troops would stay in 
Saudi Arabia, adding: “The poli- 
cy of the government of Pakistan 
comes from the government.” 

The Pakistani army chief 
likened fee fierce allied bombing 
of Iraq to fee tragedy of Karbala 
— one of the most potent events 
in Islamic history — when fee 
Prophet Mohammad’s grandson 
was martyred 14 centuries ago in 
what is now Iraq. 

Bat Sharif said “I do not think 
that anyone can sympathise with 
this idea.” 


Fujimori mired in economic, 
political and social morass 


LIMA (AP) — Six months after 
political newcomer Alberto Fu- 
jimori took over fee presidency, 
he faces resurgent inflation, a 
hostile congress s pr eadi n g leftist 
insurgencies, and strained rela- 
tions wife Washington. 

Some critics contend Fujimor- 
i's worst failure has been in fight- 
ing the country’s rebels. “There is 
good and bad in the first six 
months of Fujimori’s govern- 
ment,” conservative columnist 
Manuel D’Ornellas wrote in the 
newspaper Expreso. “But there is 
una n i m ity only about the abso- 
lute failure of fus anti-guerrilla 
strategy, or non-strategy." 

One year ago, Fujimori was an 
agronomist with no national poli- 
tical following. 


During the election campaign 
against novelist Mario Vargas 
IJosa, Fujimori cried to turn his 
Japanese ancestry into a political 
asset. Polls showed Peruvians 
admire Japan as a technological 
power, and Fujimori affered to 
bring Peru “technology” in a plat- 
form that was light on specifics. 

After be came to power on July 
28, Fujimori moved quickly to 
impose a severe austerity prog- 
ramme. 

Now. six months later, the eco- 
nomic situation is brighter by 
some measures. President Alan 
Garda, a centre-left populist, left 
Fujimori a country gripped by 
daOy blackouts, food and fuel 
shortages, and an inflation rate of 
more than 60 per cent a month. 


had threatened Gorbachev with 
sanctions if troops crushed inde- 
pendence movements in 
Lithuania and Estonia. 

Asked how those countries had 
helped, he said: “Just by sending 
a dear-cut meassage to Gor- 
bachev drat fee situation in fee 
Baltics is not obscured by fee 
Gulf crisis and feat fee use of 
force against the democratic 
forces in the Baltics will not be 
tolerated. 

‘1 understand economic sanc- 
tions and political sanctions will 
be applied to stop feat.” 

He said Western governments 
had put forward this message 
through international organisa- 
tions such as fee Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, which groups Europe 
and North America in disarma- 
ment talks. 

Jurkans was in Bonn with his 
Estonian and Lithuanian counter- 
parts to press German leaders for 
continued backing against Mas- ‘ 
cow despite world attention on 
fee Gulf war. 

AO three were received for fee 
first time by German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher, which Jurkans called a sig- 
nal of Bonn's support for the 
pro-independence republics. 

Moscow has begun pulling out 
about 380,000 troops from former 
East Germany under a treaty 
signed with tmited Germany last 
November that set a 1994 dead- 
line for the withdrawal. 


Patriot 

subcontractor 
jailed in 
billing 
fraud 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A de- 
fence subcontractor was setenced 
to two years in prison for over- 
charging fee government more 
than $540,000 for sensors used in 
Patriot missiles. 

Michael Martin Zarachoff. 45, 
president and owner of Temcom 
Inc., was also sentenced Monday 
in U.S. district,court to five years’ 
probation 'add ordered to pay 
back taxes plus interest and 
penalties on the money fee gov- 
ernment overpaid his company. 

The controller of fee Burbank 
Company, Nanci Plath, 42, was 
sentenced to five years' probation 
and fined $10,000. 

“If you think this is just a 
white-collar crime in which you 
took a little money, you're so far 
wrong it’s not even funny.” Judge 
Ronald S.W. Lew told fee defen- 
dants. 

“1 am truly sorry.” Zarachoff 
said before his sentencing. 

Zarachoff and Plath, both of 
Los Angeles, each pleaded guilty 
on Dec. 4 to criminal conspiracy 
to commit defence contract fraud 
and tax evasion „ Zarachoff also 
pleaded guilty to tax evasion and 
making a false statement to fee 
Defence Department 

The fraud was discovered in 
1986 by auditors at Raytheon, 
fee main contractor for the Pat- 
riot missile system. Tencom’s 
inch- (2-centimetre-) long sensors 
monitor fee temperature of fee 
missile's electronic components. 

Raytheon paid Temcom $193 
for each sensor, but later switch- 
ed to another subcontractor feat 
charged only $59, prosecutors 
said. 

Assistant U.S. attorney Steven 
Madison said Zarachoff and Plath 
set up R-tube, a shell company 
that failed Temcom for goods and ' 
services it never provided. The 
phony costs were passed on to 
Raytheon and, ultimately, fee 
government. 


Lithuanian 

shot in the 

head at 
military 
checkpoint 

VILNIUS, Soviet Union (R) — 
Soviet troops at a checkpoint in 
Lithuania shot and seriously 
wounded a 20-year-old man 
thought to be trying to avoid 
conscription into the army, a 
spokesman for the paliament of 
the rebel republic said Tuesday. 

Andrins Azubahs identified the 
man as Jonas Tautkus and said he 
had been shot in fee back of fee 
bead after failing to stop im- 
mediately at an army checkpoint 
near fee capital Vilnius Monday 
night. 

Aznb aKs said Tautkus was 
thought to have been a draft 
dodger hiding from Soviet troops 
sent to fee rebel republic to catch 
deserters and reinfor ce conscrip- 
tion. 

He was now in hospital suffer- 
ing from severe brain damage. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Landsbergis immediately conde- 
mned fee army for the shooting. 

“I would not tike to have such 
sad thoughts, but his life is in 
danger ... In brief, we may have 
yet another victim,” Landsbergics 
said in comments to parliament 
monitored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC). 

Tension has been high in the 
Baltic republic, which is seeking 
to regain independence from 
Moscow, since Soviet troops kil- 
led 13 unarmed Lithuanians while 
storming the Vilnius television 
tower on Jan. 13. 

The pro-independence govern- 
ment of Lithuania has protested 
repeatedly at the activities of 
Soviet troops, who have seized 
buildings and carried out searches 
and identity checks. 

Azubalis said Tautkus had 
been in a car feat failed to stop 
immediately at a checkpoint near 
Vilnius on fee road to Lith uania' s 
second city of Kaunas. 


Mandela, Buthelezi 
hope for peace 



DURBAN, South Africa (AP) — 
Rival black leaders Nelson Man- 
dela and Mangosutbn Buthelezi 
met Tuesday for the first time in 
almost 30 years wife both leaders 
expressing hope they can end a 
bloody partisan war. 

Smiling and law ghing, Mandela 
and Buthelezi warmly shook 
hands and joked while posing for 
photographers at the start of 
peace talks. Delegates from Man- 
dela’s African National Congress 
(ANC) and Buthelezfs Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
chan>d in fee smiles and laughter. 

Asked if they were optimistic, 
both leaders replied, “we are 
hopeful.” 

Buthelezi added, “we are very 
hopeful, otherwise we would not 
be here.” 

The two leaders made speeches 
during file morning session stres- 
sing fee need for political tolera- 
tion and restraint by their follow- 
ers. They said peace was vital to 
ensure fee end of apartheid. 

“We are differe nt kinds of 
organisations. History however 
deman d* that we turn our differ- 
ences into advantages for South 
Africa ... We must get on with 
the job of Irving together,” 
Buthelezi said. 

Mandela said the ANC 
accepted the rights of other poli- 
tical groups. “The ANC does not 
demand of fee Ipirafea Freedom 
Party complete agreement with 
our views.” he said. 

Bat both cautioned against any 
hopes of a quick breakthrough. 
Asked during a break how things 
were going, Buthelezi said, 
‘neither he (Mandela) nor I cam 
wave a magic wand ... 1 don’t 
think one should be unrealistical- 
ly optimistic.” 

The two leaders were to lead 
discussions later between In- 
katha’s 68-member delegation 
and some 20 ANC delegates. 

The two sides are trying to end 
the bloody war between ANC 
and Tnlrafea supporters that has 
claimed some 6,000 lives in recent 
years and threatened political sta- 


bility in South Africa. 

President F.W. De 1ms 

begun dismantling apartheid ana 

promises tt) share power with fee 

hiflA majority. The possible aid 

of white-minority rule has in- 
creased rivalry between black 
organisations jockeying for pow- 
er. _ , 

Security outside the Royal 
Hotel, where fee talks were held, 
was tight. Police armed wife 
automatic weapons surrounded 
fee bnfldmg. 

Some 100 Inkatha supp orters , 
including some in Zulu tribal 
dress, peacefully demonstrated 
outside and cheered wildly when 
Bu thelezi went over to greet' 
them. 

The meeting marked the first 
time Mandela and Buthelezi, who. 
were dose friends, had seen each 
other in almost three d e c ad e s . 
Mandela was freed from prison 
last February after 27 years for 

opposing the wtrite-mipority gov- 
ernment. 

Wh3e litfie of substance is like- 
ly to emerge from Tuesday’s 
meeting, a friendly enounxer be- 
tween the country’s two most 
powerful blade leaders is seen as 
crucial to ending the fighting. 

“We do not expect miracles 
from Tuesday's talks, bat the 
mere fact these two leaders will 
be seen talking may cause sanity 
to prevail among their follow- 
ers” said the black-oriented 
newspaper City Press. 

If fee fi ghting does not slacken, 
it will cast doubt on the ability of 
the two leaders to control then- 
supporters. 

“As far as I envisage, (the 
mating) win be a contribution 
toward the lessening of vio- 
lence,” but trill not stop file 
violence, said Inka t ha official 
Themba Khoza. 

“It’s one thing for the leaders 
to meet and shake hands, another 
to transfer the reconciliation 
down to grass-roots level,” said 
ANC spokesman Saki Macazo- 

ma 


Conflict between Serbs, Croats 
averted, but animosity remains 


The Associated Press 

BELGRADE — Open conflict 
between Yugoslavia's Serbian- 
dominated army and the rebel 
state of Croatia has been averted 
for now, but the ethnic groups’ 
historical animosity remains un- 
changed. 

Of the East European nations 
from Communism, only the 
Soviet Union can match Yugosla- 
via for complex e thni c relations 
and nationalistic tensions. 

Several hundred thousand peo- 
ple were massacred by SS-fike 
units of fee puppet state fee 
Germans created in Croatia after 
fee Nazi invasion in World War 
II. The Yugoslav kingdom was 
founded in 1918. 

In retaliation, thousands of 
Croats were killed by Partisans of 
Josip Broz Tito, fee founder of 
Communist Yugoslavia. ■ 

Neither side has forgotten 
those tailings. And since Tito’s 
death in 1980, no leader has been 
able to hold similar sway over 
Yugoslavia's feuding ethnic 
groups. 

The two largest ethnic groups 
in this country of 24 million — the 
9.8 million Serbs and 5.4 million 
Croats — are also divided by 
political and economic differ- 
ences. 

Serbian animosity toward 
Croats bad been stoked to fever 
pitch last Friday by the screening 
of a controversial, covertly filmed 
army documentary purporting to 
show Croatian ministers plotting 
to kill military opponents. 

The Croats say the film is fake. 
For Serbs, it served as proof of 
long-held suspicions that Croats 
remain fee enemy from World 


War H. 

. Last weekend, Croatia’s non- 
Commumst government, which 
pants Yugoslavia’s federation 
changed into a loose association 
of independent states, and the 
army, which like Serbia favours 
communism and the states quo, 
backed away from open conflict 
between Croatian police and 
army units in the republic. 

“We were on the verge of 
all-out war with the military and 
it’s a miracle it didn't happen,” 
Croatia’s President Franjo Tndj- 
man told the Associated Press. 


NEW ANALYSIS 


The agreement, reached in 
Belgrade between Tndjman, De- 
fence Minister Veijko Kadijevic 
and the collective Federal Pres- 
idency, provides for the disband- 
ing of Croatia’s reserve police 
and the lifting of an army battle 
alert there. 

The demobilisation order, re- 
portedly affects some 31,000 re- 
serves of a total Croatian Police 
Force of about 50,000. An esti- 
mated 40,000 federal soldiers are 
located in Croatia and the neigh- 
bouring rebel republic of 
Slovenia. 

“All parties appear to have 
been duly impressed by warnings 
from the United States adminis- 
tration that it would ‘strongly 
oppose’ any attempt to solve poli- 
tical problems by force,” said a 
West European diplomat, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

But the fragile compromise left 


both rides fully armed and cap- 
able of quickly mobilising their 
forces, casting doubt oh' fire 
longevity of the agreement. 

Both sides claimed victory. In 
Communist-ruled Serbia, which 
shares the army’s views, Bel- 
grade's state-run Pofitika Ekspres 
trumpeted that “this isTudjman’s 
first serious defeat and could 
even lead to the end of his rule.” 

In the Croatian capital, Zag- 
reb, Vjesnik newspaper proc- 
laimed, “Crbatia has successfully 
defended its bounnr.” 

But the tensions betwee n the 
Croats and Serbs remain un- 
addressed. 

As the compromise was 
achieved in Belgrade, an ominous 
signal came from Krajina, the 
part of Croatia inhabited by the 
republic’s 500, 000-member Serb 
minority. Jovan Raskovic, unoffi- 
cial head of the Serb minority, 
directly challenged die Croats by 
saying elections soon will be held 
for a Krajina legislature. Krajina 
covers one-fourth of Croatia. 

Meanwhile, Serbia's hardline 
Communist President Slobodan 
Milosevic has vowed to defend 
Croatia's Serb minority by chang- 
ing the internal borders of Yugos- 
lavia’s states if necessary. 

Any sud) attempt by Milosevic 
would certainly force Tndjman to 
m a k e good on his promises to' 
defend Croatia’s political course 
with arms if nccessarry. Croat 
extremists want Tudjman to use 
force to reassert Croatian author- 
ity over the Serb minority. 

It was a virtual rebellion by 
those Serbs last August that pro- 
vided fee pretext- for the army 
units to be moved into Croatia in 
the first place. 


M.C. Hammer, Janet Jackson lead pack in music awards 


LOS ANGELES (AP)— Rapper 
M.C. Hammer dominated the 
18th annual American Marie 
Awards wife five trophies while 
Janet Jackson picked up three 
awards in a ceremony marked by 
tributes to the armed forces over- 
seas. 

‘Td tike to dedicate this award 
to the troops in the Gulf,” Ham- 
mer said as be picked up bis 
Soul-Rhythm and Bines Album 
Award for Please Hammer Don’t 
Hurt ’Em.” 

Hammer, who had a leading 
seven nominations, also won Best 
Single for U Cant Touch This 
and Favourite Male Artist in the 
soul-rhythm and blues category, 
and favourite Artist and Album 
in the rap category. 

It was the second-best showing 
by an artist in fee history of the 
awards. Michael Jackson remains 
the all-time leader after winning 
seven competiti ve trophies and 
the Award of Merit in 1984. 

Hammer lost only to Phil Col- 


lins in the Male Pop-Rock Artist 
and Album Categories. 

Miss Jackson, who- entered 
with five nominations, won 
favourite Female Artist in the 
categories of prop-rock, soul- 
rhythm and blues, and dance- 
music. She faced strong competi- 
tion from the tikes of Paula 
Abdul, Mari ah Carey, Madonna, 
Sinead O'Connor and Regina 
Belle. 

Quadruple-nominee Madonna 
won only once, taking the Dance- 
Music Single Trophy for Vogue. 

Vanilla Ice, a white rap star in 
a genre dominated by black 
artists, was named Top New 
Artist in both rap and pop-rock. 

In accepting his award. Ice 
thar.kcd his supporters but also 
made a crude suggestion for “the 
people wbo held me down and 
talked bad about me.” Backstage 
be said be was referring to critics 
who don’t believe “that a white 
guy tike me can grow up in the 
streets.” 


Longtime rockers Aerosmith 
beat newcomers Befl Biv Devoe 
and New Kids On The Block for 
Favourite Pop-Rock Group. 
Aerosmith also was' named 
Favourite Artist in the heavy 
metal-hard rock category. 

Country artist Merle Haggard 
got the Award of Merit, an over- 
all noncompetitive award. 

Jon Bon Jovi won Pop-Rock 
Singte trophy for Blaze Of Glory 
from' the Young Guns II sound- 
track, which also earned him a 
Golden Globe trophy on Jan. 19. 

Bon Jovi said backstage the 
war against Iraq has stinted his 
emotions. 

‘Tve never prayed so much in 
my life," Bon Jovi said. “I wish 
this thing was over, because it’s 
waring the bell oat of me.” 

In the heavy metal category, 
Slaughter was named Top New 
Artist and Motley Croc’s Dr. 
Feelgood won Fa v o uri te Album. 

The show was highlighted by 
former Miami Sound Machine 


singer Gloria Este fan’s first stage 
peifonnance since suffering a 
broken back in a bus crash on 
March 20, 1990. 

She sang Coming Out Of The 
Dark, receiving a standing ova- 
tion from file Shrine Auditorium 
crowd and hugs- from her band. 

Other p er fo r mers in the two- * 
hour, 55-minute show' included 
Hammer, New Kids ' On The 
Block, Wilson Phillips, and Inxs. 

The Golden Globe Awards 
ceremony earlier fins month was 
the first of the entertainment 
industry’s annual celebrations to 
go forward despite the war. But 
its celebratory spirit was 
and at least one nominee stayed 
away, citing the conflict. 

American Music Award 
nominees were compiled from 
year-end sales charts of the music' 
industry magazine Cash Box. The 
show’s producers, Dick n«»rfc- 
Productions Inc., sent ballots via 
a polling firm to a nationwide 
sampling of 20,000 record buyers 
to select the winners. 


Designer win® 

ovation for 
dazzling line 

PARIS <R) — JSSF’E 

Gianfranco Ferre 

haute couture fine for erne Pkns 
fashion house Christian Dior 
Monday to an ovation tha t tore 
down the barriers of French 
chauvinism. Ferre, fared by Dwr 
^ 1989, has proven to the wood 
of Paris haute couture that he is 
ZxSyof the lcg^W^ 
His spring-summer collection 
combined the pare lines — femi- 
ninity and sheer elegance that has 

Dior one of France’s best- 
selling designer names. “Tve 
bf gu c o m ing , to these shows since 
1946 and fefe has taken on 
another dimension- It is asto- 
nishingly beautiful,” said one 
Preach fashion illustrator. Ele- 
gantly tailored suits had vinyl 
cuffs. Wide-dropped collars that 
revealed shoulder blades, or giant 
silk bows nestled beneath the ear 
or dipped to a skirt front. Deep 
pink, or black and white were 
Ferre’s favourite colours. The 
enormous brims of flat straw bats 
extended beyond the models’ 
shoulders like flying saucers. 
Highlights of the collection in- 
duded a little slip dress with thin 
straps, embroidered solid with 
seashells, pearls and gokJefn 
birds. Each haute couture dress is 
individually tailored and labor-, 
kmsly hand-stitched by specially 
trained seamstresses. A angle 
dress fetches between 80,000 and 
200,000 francs (16,000 and 
$40,000) and requires hundreds 
of hours and thousands of dollais 
to make. . . 

Baghdad cafe 
changes name 

MONTPELLIER, France (R) — 
The Baghdad Cafe, a trendy 
drinking spot in fee Southern 
French town of MonotpeHier, 
hastily changed its name to 
Drum's Cafe after a rash of tele- 
phoned bomb threats. The cafe’s 
previo us name had nothing to do 
with Iraq. It was named after a 
recent film entitled Baghdad Cafe 
which has a wide cult following 
among students. 

Book of paintings 
fyPrtnc&Charlss 
to^pubti^ed 

LONDON (AP) — A book of 
watercolour paintings by Britain's 
Prince Charies is to be published 
fins fall and any profits wfll go to 
charity, the publishers said: A 
spokeswoman for Litfie Brown 
and Co. U.K. Ltd. said Thursday 
that fiie Prince of Wales will write 
file text to accompany reproduc- 
tions of about 70 of fas paintings. 
Diana Holmes said the book win 
be available in both Britain and 
fee United States, where Boston- 
based litfie Brown And Co. will 
publish the prince’s work. Most 
of fi»e watercolours are land- 
scapes painted in Britain or 
around a 14th century house in 
Uxfaino, Italy, birthplace of the 
punter Raphael, Ms. Holmes 
said. Some of the works in the 
book were exhibited by th 42- 
yeax-old heir to fee British throne 
last year to raise funds for the 
repair of the spire of Salisbury 
Ca t hedral. Other paintings in the 
book are to be shown in May in a 
one-man show, the publishers 
said. The profits wfll go to the 
Prince of Wales’ Charities Trust. 
Some previous fund recipients 
include Flood Relief lor Wales 
and the Prince’s Trust, which 
helps disadv antag ed young peo- 
ple. Quotes is involved with 
more than 400 charitable orga- 
nisations. 

Trouseriess bandit 
turns himself in 

DETROIT (AP). - A robber 
aimed with a hammer and wear- 
ing no trousers held up two 
stores, police said. The .bottom- 
less bandit later turned himself 
m, they said. Laurence Reuk- 
tewicz, 27, was arraigned Thur- 
ify on armed robbery charges in 
district courts in Plymouth and 
Inkster. He was being held in 
Inkster in lieu of $50,000 bond, 
police said. Detroit police said 
Renkiewicz also was a suspect in 
an armed robbery in Detroit, 
where a thief with a ham met 
wore a bag on his head — bur 

1116 hold-ups 
started Sunday at a gas station 
M^ronvemence store in Canton 
Jowjsfap, near Plymouth, said 
^fective 

Brian Schultz. The robber was 

anda brown grocery bag over his 
“eafi- Also that day, the Kf 
kqnor store U, Deb oft reported! 

Mue jran jacket and 


